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ALDE GROUP BACKS
END TO MOBILE
ROAMING CHARGES
Liberals and Democrat MEPs in the European Parliament are
backing moves to end the over-charging by telecom operators
for use of mobile telephone networks when outside the home
Member State (roaming). In Europe’s Single Market where
many operators benefit from easy access to consumers and
networks, there is no longer a justification for penalising
customers for also enjoying the benefits of free travel in the
costs of their connectivity whilst abroad. Actual administrative
costs incurred by operators for handling calls, messages or
data on a different network are a fraction of what consumers
are having to pay, even after three successive EC regulations
to progressively lower tariffs.
We support Vice President Neelie Kroes, in her appeal to end
roaming altogether and also private citizen initiatives such as
ONE SINGLE TARIFF which is trying to gather public support
to end these exorbitant charges. To support us to end roaming
charges, get involved and play your part in influencing EU
legislation.
www.onesingletariff.com
Alliance of

LIBERALS
DEMOCRATS
for Europe
GROUP

ON YOUR SIDE
www.aldegroup.eu
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Dear MEPs,

EU biofuels
policy is failing
to deliver on its basic objective of cutting CO2 emissions from Europe’s transport.
Instead, it exacerbates land grabs, deforestation, hunger and poverty.
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biofuels would have the same effect on the climate as adding up to 26 million
extra cars to Europe’s roads.
· The amount of land required to fill a family car with grain biofuel
would provide enough food to feed a child for 200 days.

Can it be justied to support this with
€10 billion of public resources every year?

We urge you to vote to:
· halt the expansion of land-based biofuels in transport,
· fully account for their climate impacts, including the emissions from
indirect land-use change,
· phase out public support and subsidies for environmentally damaging fuels.

together for global justice
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The election of a new Iranian president should be a signal
for Europe to review its stance towards Tehran, argues
Tarja Cronberg
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The road to accession has been tough, but Croatia’s EU
membership provides countless opportunities for Zagreb,
Brussels and beyond, write Viviane Reding and Neven
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economic crisis instead of introducing more regulations,
says Syed Kamall

33 A vital function

Kay Swinburne says safe and efficient post-trade functions
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Parliament Magazine’s Thought Leader: Larry Thompson

#

66

Global level arbitration is the key to successful financial
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and cultural benefits for the EU, but funding cuts are
threatening its potential, writes Sabine Verheyen
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EU laws should address citizens’ data protection concerns and build trust in cloud computing, argues Judith
Sargentini
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Cloud computing presents many opportunities, but data
protection concerns must be taken seriously, writes Lidia
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to make the most of the opportunities presented by cloud
computing, says Antonio Salvatore Graziano
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Lithuania will use its time at the helm of the EU council
to push for a credible, growing and open Europe, writes
Vytautas Leškevičius
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The priorities of Lithuania’s EU council presidency address
the key issues facing the European Union, writes Claire
Boussagol
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Restoring the EU’s economic credibility and financial
stability is a permanent, ongoing process, writes Rimantas
Šadžius
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Tackling unemployment and supporting an increasingly
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Jaroslavas Neverovičius
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Climate
for Culture
Faculty of Civil Engineering University of Zagreb, Croatia is one of 27 partner from 14 countries in multidisciplinary
research project “Damage risk assessment, economic impact and mitigation strategies for sustainable preservation of
cultural heritage in the times of climate change”, short name “Climate for Culture” led by Fraunhofer Gesellschaft zur
Förderung der angewandten Forschung e.V., ﬁnanced by European Commision inside FP7.

C

limate Change is one of the most
critical global challenges of our
time.

This factor, coupled with the increasing
demand our society makes on energy
and resources, has forced sustainable
development to the top of the European
political agenda. Scientiﬁc research
shows that the preservation of the
cultural heritage of Europe is particularly
vulnerable to all three of these factors.
As a non-renewable resource of intrinsic
importance to the European identity
project develops more effective and
efﬁcient sustainable adaptation and
mitigation strategies in order to
preserve these invaluable cultural assets
for the longterm future. More reliable
assessments will lead to better prediction
models, which will enable preventive
measures to be taken, reducing energy
and the use of resources.
The main innovation of the project
is to use simulation and modelling
tools to better predict the inﬂuence
of the changing outdoor climate on
the microclimate in historic buildings
until 2100, and to assess the damage
potential of these future microclimates
on art collections in various climate
zones. For the ﬁrst time ever, regional
climate models with a high resolution of
10x10 km are therefore being developed

zagreb.indd 1

and coupled with whole building
simulation tools to identify the most
urgent risks for speciﬁc regions.
Buildings of outstanding signiﬁcance (74
case studies) are subject to in depth case
studies providing knowledge on the state
of preservation, interpretation of indoor
climate conditions and requirements from
a preventive conservation point of view.
Various types of historic buildings located
in different climate zones and from
different time periods are investigated
concerning the behaviour due to weather
changes and different utilization. The
aim is an improved assessment of the
climatic functioning of historic buildings
and their future energy demand using
whole building simulation with regard to
the dangers for the interior equipment or
works of art and resulting measures to
improve conditions.
Faculty of Civil Engineering, University
of Zagreb has been recognized as a
highly competent and reliable partner in
this integrated collaborative project and
it has been chosen as a leader of the
work package 8 „Analysis and Decision
Support System“ which objectives are to
provide decision makers, conservators
and engineers with a general software
tool integrated from the results of the
project that will enable them to make the
best decisions based on online collection
data from any kind of buildings.

Contact details:
Vlatka Rajčić
Full. Prof.,Structural Engineer
Phone: +385 1 4639283
E-mail: vrajcic@grad.hr
http://www.grad.unizg.hr
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Match point

L

ithuania is the first one from the three Baltic countries to hold its presidency of the EU council. For
a young and small member of the EU family, the first-time presidency is a great honour, yet also
a great challenge and a great responsibility. However, we have enough courage to raise ambitious
objectives and an ability to implement them. That we already proved in the 1990s, being the first
of the eastern European countries to declare the restoration of our independence enabling us in a short
historical period to create a European values-based and rapidly developing state.
The Lithuanian presidency will face a record amount of legislation tightened by deadlines of the
approaching parliamentary elections and the ending mandate of the European commission. Beyond that,
the results of the next half-year of negotiations will frame Europe’s future for seven years. After the last
several years of economic storms and questioning of credibility, this will have to become a turning point
for Europe.
It is neither the best, nor the easiest of times for Europe. That is why we have a responsibility to continue
working on economic growth and competitiveness, high level employment and financial stability. Social
policy measures, which give us tools to fight poverty and social exclusion, come in as being of paramount
importance. Since the results of our work have to be felt first and foremost by people.
During its presidency, Lithuania will contribute to a Europe that is more open and safe. Placed in the
centre of Europe, my country has always been able to live peacefully and cooperate with its neighbours.
This valuable experience will help us when further developing the eastern partnership policy.
I am sure that Lithuania will succeed in its presidency of the European council, ensuring a smooth
legislative process while working closely with the European parliament and its trio partners.
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Vilija Blinkevičiūtė is head of Lithuania’s delegation to parliament’s S&D group

ON THE COVER | Lithuanian presidency special issue
Lithuania’s vice-minister for foreign and European affairs Vytautas
Leškevičius opens our presidency special issue, saying his country
plans to push for “ a credible, growing and open Europe”. Leškevičius
writes that Lithuania’s six months at the helm of the EU council will
see Vilnius work “together with all member states and ensuring close
cooperation among all European institutions”. He also stressed that
Lithuania would “place special importance on the promotion of the
EU’s eastern partnership”, saying that his country would “take the
opprtunity to sign an associaiton agreement... with Ukraine”. “We
need to keep building a Europe that is credible to its citizens and the world,” said the Lithuanian minister.
“A Europe that grows its economy and offers jobs. A Europe that remains open to its partners and neighbours.” Taking responsibility, pages 59-61
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EU-IRAN RELATIONS

A fresh start?

President-elect of
Iran, Hassan Rouhani,
during his presidential
election campaign tour

The election of a new Iranian president should be a signal for
Europe to review its stance towards Tehran, argues Tarja Cronberg

H

Tarja Cronberg
is chair of
parliament’s
delegation for
relations with Iran

assan Rouhani’s unexpected election victory
blindsided all observers inside and outside Iran.
He was supported by the reformists and pragmatists in Iran’s political establishment, the two
political factions that Iran’s leadership had sidelined following the elections and the popular
uprising of 2009. During the presidency of Ahmadinejad,
these fractions did not disappear even though the scope
for freedom of expression and political debate has virtually
become non-existent.
Inside the country, hopes have emerged for a moderate
version of the Islamic state. Outside Iran, there are cautious
expectations of a more cooperative tone in Iran’s relations with
the west and a possible resolution of the nuclear problem. It is
difficult to say whether Rouhani’s presidency will be different
from Ahmadinejad’s only in tone, or also in quality. Yet it is
likely that Rouhani will pursue two important goals. He will
try to improve Iran’s impoverished economic situation. He will
also try to break Iran’s isolation in world politics. Both of these
goals will impact the domestic political situation in the country
and Iran’s relations with the west.
What should the EU’s response to Rouhani’s Iran be? The
EU should consider Rouhani’s intentions to modernise Iran’s
economy and foreign policy as an opportunity to improve
human rights in Iran and resolve
the nuclear issue.
First, the EU should signal to
the new president that it would
be open to a cautious political dialogue with Iran that goes
beyond the nuclear negotiations
and includes important issues of
human rights and regional stabil-

ity. In this regard, the European parliament and its delegation
for relations with Iran play an important role as a platform for
political dialogue with Iran.
Second, the EU could consider using the incentives of easing
its economic sanctions to facilitate an agreement on the nuclear
programme. Like any Iranian president before him, Rouhani
will stand for Iran’s right to enrich, however, he might be easier
to reach agreement with on terms of verification and monitoring. More importantly, Rouhani will have to improve Iran’s dire
economy in order to meet the expectations of the population.
Economic reforms will be easier to enact in the absence of the
sanctions. Therefore, Rouhani might be interested in reaching
an agreement on Iran’s nuclear programme sooner than his predecessor and having some of the sanctions lifted.
Finally, the EU needs a comprehensive strategy on Iran. The
feeling of surprise after Rouhani’s victory reflects the lack of
understanding of Iran’s complexities and unpreparedness of
the EU for changes in this country. The EU needs to better
understand Iran in order to formulate a comprehensive policy
approach to this country. As stated in the latest European
parliament report on the EU’s common foreign and security
policy, opening a mission in Tehran would greatly increase the
EU’s effectiveness as an external actor. Rouhani’s presidency
might provide an appropriate moment for that.
Rouhani’s unexpected victory
is an opportunity for the EU
to deliberate on its vision and
strategic goals in its relations
with Iran. It is crunch time for
Europe’s policymakers, including
the members of the European
parliament, to commit to this
challenging task.

“The EU should consider Rouhani’s
intentions to modernise Iran’s
economy and foreign policy as an
opportunity to improve human rights
in Iran and resolve the nuclear issue”
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The European Social Model:
A key driver for competitiveness
25 September 2013
09:00 to 12:30

European Parliament
Room JAN 4Q2

A joint seminar by the European Parliament and four EU Agencies

F

our EU agencies are joining forces on
25 September 2013 to examine and
highlight how each one is contributing
to a strengthened European Social Model
– in its own unique way. Assessing how
exactly the European Social Model can
contribute to increased competitiveness, the
Agencies will provide different perspectives
in the context of the current crisis.
Considering the challenges for Europe’s
businesses, workers and young people, the
Agencies will present a multidimensional
approach to a better and more sustainable
future for the Europe of tomorrow.
The event will be held under the auspices of
the European Parliament’s Employment and
Social Committee and will present the latest
insights and work from the four agencies.
In addition, experts from the world of work,
academia and politics will be invited to
debate the latest trends and consider how
the EU Social Model can and does contribute
to the improvement of the current social and
economic landscape, ensuring a sustainable
and competitive future.

cedefop.indd 1

With the European Social Model at the very
core of its work, the European Foundation
for the Improvement of Living and Working
Conditions (Eurofound) will highlight its
research in a range of key areas: labour
market analysis - where the jobs have been
lost and gained: how trends in working
conditions and new ways of organising
work can impact on productivity; measures
to tackle the cost of youth unemployment;
how public services are set to respond
in times of crisis; the progress towards
sustainable work and the key role of social
dialogue in helping Europe on the path to
recovery.
The European Centre for the Development
of Vocational Training (Cedefop) will
demonstrate how Europe must get the best
out of its people in order to be competitive.
Not only does this require education and
training systems to focus on people’s skills,
(key) competences and entrepreneurial
spirit – but they also need an inbuilt
capacity to respond rapidly to the changing
needs of the labour market.

The European Training Foundation (ETF) will
focus on the importance of the EU external
relations context, providing clear evidence
that improved education and training
in the neighbouring countries of the EU
enhance employability, competitiveness
and entrepreneurship. The ETF will show
how sustainable development through
human capital development is essential for
improved economic performance.
And finally, the European Agency for
Safety and Health at Work (EU-OSHA) will
convincingly demonstrate that at enterprise
level, effective management of health
and safety makes sound economic sense.
Workplaces which are healthy and safe with
motivated managers and workers who are
involved are more productive, contributing
to a sustainable strengthening of Europe’s
competitiveness.
This event will appeal to everyone interested
in the future of Europe’s Social Model.
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FUR COMPETENCE CENTRES WORLDWIDE
Education, research, and development are essential for any modern industry. Constant scientific research in fur farmed species
ensures that fur farming competence centres worldwide are utilizing new knowledge on animal welfare, health, genetics, breeding,
and management of animals. Thus, agricultural students are able to specialise in fur farming on top of their agricultural education.
Fur design courses teaching fur sewing techniques, pattern cutting and other ways to use fur are offered by top design universities
worldwide to introduce design students to the creative possibilities of fur. Today, more than 400 international fashion designers use
fur in their collections.

DESIGN
RESEARCH
FARMING

Source: All competence centres listed are non-commercial and acknowledged by public authorities in the respective countries.
All research facilities listed are facilities which conducted research on fur farmed species in 2012.
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Opinion

In every issue of the Parliament Magazine, we
voice an opinion about the European fur sector.

BETTY VAN ARENTHALS
President of The European
Association of Fashion Retailers,
Brussels

Europe
· Antwerp Fashion College /
Furlab workshop, Belgium
· Teko, Denmark
· Holstebro Aktivitetscenter, Denmark
· Centria University of Applied Science FutureFurStudio, Finland
· Esmod Paris, France
· Esmod Lyon, France
· Esmod Roubaix, France
· Lycée Turquetil, France
· Staatliche Berufsschule, Germany
· Hannover Hochschule, Germany
· Istituto Europeo di Design Milan, Italy
· Istituto Europeo di Design Rome, Italy
· Accademia di Moda e Costume, Italy
· Koefia, Italy
· Accademia della Moda, Italy
· Istituto Superior di Design, Italy
· Istituto caterina de Siana, Italy
· Istituto Bonomi Mazzolari, Italy
· Istituto Feller, Italy
· Istituto Ruza, Italy

· Istituto Stella Maris, Italy
· Istituto d’Arte Renato Guttoso, Italy
· Istituto M. Orso Corbino, Italy
· Istituto Superiore F. D’Anguirre, Italy
· Victoria Academy, Italy
· IISS di Maglie, Italy
· IISS dDon Tonino Delle, Italy
· Istituto Morvillo-Falcone, Italy
· European School for fur design and furrier
skills, Norway
· Escola de Arte e Superior de Deseño Mestre
Mateo, Spain
· The Beckmans College of Design, Sweden
· ECAL / Ecole cantonale d’art de Lausanne,
Switzerland
· Kiev State University, Ukraine
· Moscow State University, Russia

Europe
· University of Copenhagen, Denmark
· Aarhus University, Denmark
· Kopenhagen Research, Denmark
· University of Eastern Finland, Finland
· MTT Agrifood Research, Finland
· University of Utrecht, the Netherlands
· Norwegian university of Life Sciences,
Norway
· Norwegian Veterinary Institute, Sandnes,
Norway
· Swedish University of Agricultural Sciences,
Sweden
· Pomeranian Medical University, Szczecin,
Poland
· Poznań University of Life Sciences, Poznań,
Poland

North America
· Research Center for Animal Reproduction,
University of Montréal, Québec, Canada
· Nova Scotia Agricultural College, Nova Scotia,
Canada
· University of Guelph, Ontario, Canada
· US Department of Agriculture, Washington, USA
· College of Veterinary Medicine, Iowa State, USA
· Michigan State University, Michigan, USA
· Cornell University College of Veterinary
Medicine, Ithaca - NY, USA

Europe
· Asmildkloster Agricultural College, Denmark
· Grindsted Agricultural College, Denmark
· Landbonord, Denmark
· Dalum Agricultural College,
College Denmark
· EUC Nordvest,
Nordvest Denmark
· Glostrup,
Glostrup Denmark
· UCH Holstebro, Denmark
· Gråsten Agricultural College, Denmark
· Järva County Vocational Training centre,
Estonia
· Yrkesakademin Vasa, Finland
· Keskipohjanmaan maaseutuopisto Kannus,
Finland

North America
· Nova Scotia Agricultural College, Canada

efba.indd 2

Asia
· Beijing Tsinghua University, China
· Beijing University of Technology, China
· Tokyo Bunka fashion college, Japan
· Tokyo Mode Gakue, Japan

Asia
· Chinese Academy of Agricultural Science, Beijing,
China
· Nanjing Agricultural University, China.
· Northeast Forestry University, China
· National Institute of Biological Resources, South
Korea

Asia
· Jilin Agricultural University, China
· Qingdao Agricultural University, China
· Northeast Forestry University, China
· Shandong Agricultural University, China
· Nanjing Agricultural University, China
· Sichuan Agricultural University, China
· Hunan Agricultural University, China

In which ways can fur add value to European
fashion?
Fur adds value to the fashion industry by creating a lot of jobs in some parts of Europe. Also
fur as a fabric adds something extra to fashion
as it is luxurious, different and fairly exclusive.
What kind of information should be on the label
of fur products?
It is important that there is a certification for the
consumer. Transparency is essential so a label
should contain information about production
circumstances and information on the animal
welfare.
Some European countries have decided to ban fur
farming. What is your opinion on this?
I do not think that it is a good idea. If EU countries ban fur farming, the industry will move to
countries where animal welfare might not be
imposed as well as in Europe. This way the EU
countries disregard their responsibility.
Full interview at furinformationcenter.eu

Right now
For the first time in 10 years, new fur farms are
opening up in Sweden. The increasing demand
for fur in recent years has made fur farming
attractive for Swedish entrepreneurs. Right now,
15 farmers are in the process of establishing fur
productions which increases the number of fur
farms in Sweden with 20%.
The European Fur Information Center is founded
by EFBA (European Fur Breeders Association)
and IFTF (International Fur Trade Federation)
to create awareness and knowledge about the
fur sector in Europe based on openness, transparency and verified facts.
Please contact us, if you need any information
about the European fur sector.
T: +32 2 209 11 70
W: furinformationcenter.eu
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CROATIAN EU ACCESSION

Welcome
to the team
The road to accession has been tough, but
Croatia’s EU membership provides countless
opportunities for Zagreb, Brussels and beyond,
write Viviane Reding and Neven Mimica

I

t has been a long, hard journey. But it has been worth
it: on 1 July Croatia became the 28th member of the
European Union. Starting with the country’s application for membership in 2003, Croatia has implemented
rigorous reforms. It has taken difficult decisions from
the privatisation of shipyards to cooperation with
international tribunals. The European commission presented
Croatia with an extensive to-do list, especially in the area of
justice. There have been no special allowances, no favours.
Croatia has delivered; its accession is well deserved.
Why has the European commission been so demanding
in the area of justice? Of course, because the rule of law and
the respect for fundamental rights are values on which the
EU is based. But also because an effective justice system is an
essential element of an attractive business environment. Trust
that the rule of law is fully upheld directly translates into
confidence to invest. If people and businesses are to take full
advantage of the EU’s single market, they need easy access to
an efficient justice system, everywhere in the EU. Croatia has
worked hard to improve the efficiency of the judiciary and to
bring the country’s justice system in line with European rule
of law standards.
Croatia has changed its constitution to ensure the independence of prosecutors. It revised its system for the appointment
of judges. And as laws alone are not enough, Croatian judges
have participated in EU-funded
judicial training programmes. In
2011, for instance, 25 per cent of
Croatian judges and prosecutors
participated in training on EU law.
The Croatian justice system has
gradually joined the fabric of the

“Croatia’s EU
accession is a
strong signal of
hope and trust”
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European justice system. Croatia is now an integral part of the
European judicial family.
The day Croatia joined the EU marked the beginning of a
new journey. I expect Zagreb to keep up its efforts in the field
of the rule of law, and to step up the fight against corruption.
Croatia should continue to improve the efficiency of the judiciary and address case backlogs in courts. Under its accession
treaty, Croatia must implement and apply all the union’s rules
in the area of justice, including the European arrest warrant,
the common European surrender system which replaces
extradition. It is a key tool for the proper functioning of the
area of freedom, justice and security and for the development
of mutual trust between member states. We trust Croatia will
now live up to its commitment. The European commission
will continue to closely monitor progress in this area – as it
does with all member states.
As of this year, the EU’s justice scoreboard gives an annual
picture of EU countries’ efforts to maintain an effective justice
system. It highlights the strengths and weaknesses of justice
systems allowing the commission to identify judicial reforms
that could contribute to economic recovery programmes in each
EU country. The justice scoreboard feeds into the European
semester, the yearly cycle of economic policy coordination
between the commission and the 27 EU member states. Croatia

“At a time when some
question the benefits of the
European Union, I believe
that Croatian accession is
the prototype of a successful
enlargement process”

is part of the economic semester, Europe’s and has started to
implement urgently needed structural reforms in the economy,
with the aim of improving competitiveness and growth prospects.
At a time when some question the benefits of the European
Union, I believe that Croatian accession is the prototype of
a successful enlargement process. Accession is tough work –
painful reforms are not always popular but they are necessary to
return to economic growth. By embracing reform, Croatia has
shown its determination to succeed. By expecting and recognising change, the EU has proven its enlargement policy is credible.
Less than 20 years after the war in Croatia, the country’s EU
accession is a strong signal of hope and trust. The European
Union stands for peace and stability, the rule of law and a
large, prosperous single market – the EU is more important
now than ever. EU membership offers many and substantial
opportunities for Croatia. Now is the time to harness these
opportunities, so that Croatia’s participation in the EU continues to be a success – to the benefit of Croatia itself, of the
western Balkans region, and the EU as a whole. So – welcome
to the team. I hope you will be an active player – the jersey
with the yellow stars and a number 28 on the back is meant
to be used.

Viviane Reding
is justice,
fundamental rights
and citizenship
commissioner
Neven Mimica is
consumer policy
commissioner
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“Key to the success of being able
to protect our citizens beyond
our own borders is a good
relationship with other countries”

Drawing conclusions
Timothy Kirkhope says political opportunism in the fallout from the
Prism scandal shouldn’t undermine Europe’s relations with the US

P

oliticians debating the Prism allegations should
not lose sight of who the real enemy is. We need
to have the faith of citizens in holding to account
governments and agencies that really serve and
protect them. However, those already named have
denied acting outside the law. Governments and
the European commission have expressed concern, but rightly
acknowledge that it is too early to draw final conclusions. Yet,
we are already pointing a finger, with some politicians already
expressing strong anti-US rhetoric which is all too familiar,
as is the opportunism and grandstanding, without pausing
to gather facts or proof, or waiting for the authorities gauge
the position. The original complainant in the Prism issue is
on the loose, visiting some less-than democratic states and
sheltering from the due process of law.
This parliament is no stranger to the practice of convicting a defendant before the trial. Already those on the Left
are demanding we suspend the EU-US trade partnership
talks. Others are demanding we suspend crucial transatlantic
counter-terror agreements. To do so without any information
from the US is premature and extremely irresponsible.
We are currently working hard on reforming data protection rules and pursuing a vital agreement on data exchange
with the United States, something which I and my group,
the ECR, wholeheartedly support. Key to the success of
being able to protect our citizens beyond our own borders is

a good relationship with other countries. Yet I would caution
that often the way in which some members of parliament
articulate themselves does little to bring us closer together
on common values and standards.
Protecting citizens from perceived and actual threats in the
21st century is a delicate balancing act. Intelligence agencies
are regularly lambasted for not acting soon enough but then
equally condemned for going too far. Their successes are
celebrated in private but their failings are always paraded in
public.
Increasingly, as we know, terrorists and organised criminal
groups are happy to use technology in the attacks on innocent citizens. Therefore, there must surely be an expectation
that the same technology ought to be used in our response.
But obviously that information must, as far as possible, be
used within the confines of our democratic principles and our
legal principles and safeguards.
So, we must understand that we do not necessarily gain
more freedoms by removing or ignoring others and our
greatest asset will always be the rule of law. Sometimes it
is necessary for us as politicians to remind those with less
visible power that ensuring freedom and the safety of our
citizens must not come at the ultimate price of sacrificing
democracy. To seek for answers and the truth, nobody should
be under any illusions. Friends listen most when you talk
with them, not when you shout at them.

Timothy Kirkhope
is a member of
parliament’s civil
liberties, justice
and home affairs
committee
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DATA PROTECTION

Notional security?
The lack of security surrounding supposedly private data shows that the
digital world requires far more effective regulation, argues Axel Voss

E

Axel Voss is
a member of
parliament’s civil
liberties, justice
and home affairs
committee

dward Snowden’s revelations have marked the beginning of a new era for data protection. Following the
Prism disclosures, information which is supposed
to remain private may potentially no longer be kept
as such. Snowden revealed how, with the aid of the
surveillance programme Prism, the US national
security agency (NSA) accesses data collected by nine US IT
companies, including Google, Microsoft and Apple. Those particularly affected are non-US citizens, who enjoy considerably
less protection under US law in relation to its own citizens when
it comes to personal privacy rights.
This just goes to show that the digital world is in need of
more effective regulation. In order to provide citizens with
the best possible protection, the European parliament is currently working under extreme pressure on the EU’s new security
package, consisting of a regulation and a directive. The general
data protection regulation is aimed at regulating data traffic
throughout the sector, while the corresponding directive deals
with police and judicial cooperation. That is how the new world
of EU data protection is looking thus far.
However, Prism has shown
that it is not so easy to draw
a clear line between each of
these areas. Indeed, there are
no grounds for fearing that
local police stations will be
reading people’s e-mail correspondence. However, third
country intelligence services,
seemingly aided by businesses, are unabashedly accessing

“If data is stored in
Europe by European
providers, it is undoubtedly
subject to European data
protection law”

citizens’ personal data – albeit under the objective of public
safety which is not to be underestimated. It is here that the well
thought out line between state and private becomes blurred.
To protect the data of European citizens, we need to check
that the regulation includes article 42 of the commission’s draft
which was deleted prior to publication. This stated that non-EU
authorities may only access European data if an agreement is in
place to do so – if there is a legal basis. However, to make this
regulation enforceable, we also need a clearly formulated legal
framework with the US. We need to define the exact limits of
state access to personal data. Not only do we need to establish
when and where data can be accessed but also when and where
it may not be accessed.
Nevertheless, we need more detailed information regarding Prism. From the side of the state, we need further details
surrounding the programme’s legal situation and practical
operation. Furthermore, the companies involved should provide
customers with more information on data handling, thus creating transparency. We must also insist that EU citizens are
provided with more effective legal protection in the US – this
seems to be a matter of great urgency.
Parliament should also convene an “inquiry team” in the
civil liberties committee to address not only Prism but also the
question of which European countries have knowingly benefitted from these practices and how. Only when we have all this
information can an informed debate be possible. The committee
also needs to discuss the British Tempora programme which
has created quite a stir over the past few days. This is another
programme on which we have too little information, which is
why justice and civil liberties commissioner Viviane Reding has
understandably called for further details from London. MEPs
should also be represented in the EU-US high level group,
which was initiated on the subject by the commission.
The EU has an obligation to protect the data of its citizens
against unauthorised access by third parties – regardless of
whether these are public or private bodies. To this end, we also
need to give more consideration to promoting a European
cloud system. If data is stored in Europe by European providers, it is undoubtedly subject to European data protection law.
This should be respected too.
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Cheques and balances
Innovation in the European payment market can increase competition and consumer
convenience, a recent Parliament Magazine debate heard. Ruth Marsden reports

E

U policymakers must remove barriers to innovation
and provide a level playing field for Europe’s payments market, a European parliament conference
has heard.
The Parliament Magazine roundtable, organised
in association with Barclaycard, heard that Europe
needs a strong, dynamic and secure payments system to help
drive future prosperity. The event, held last month in parliament, looked at the future of European payments, current
innovations in the market such as ePayments and options on
how to overcome barriers to payment development.

Sampo Terho, a member of parliament’s economic and
monetary affairs (ECON) committee, who hosted the discussion, said, “Politicians should see this movement as an
opportunity.” Terho, ECON’s rapporteur for the ePayments
directive, explained, “This is a big, interesting topic. Methods,
technologies and solutions should be developed as freely as
possible. We are all consumers and make our own choices,
but if we want to unleash the full potential [of European payments], we need to make sure there are no barriers and that the
playing field is equal.”
Participants were told that as consumer and business

To watch the video
of the roundtable
event go to www.
theparliament.
com/video
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The future of EU payments?
It is a common view that EU citizens have access to a wide range of products and
services for making payments. Cards, credit transfers, direct debits and, for some
countries, cheques are available.
However, there is still some room for improvement when one considers that, for
example, making a payment with a cheap payment solution such as a debit card
from one member state to another is very difficult, not to say impossible, in some
cases. EU citizens making internet payments face the same difficulties. When in
some regions of the world, it has become natural to transfer money or buy one’s
newspaper with a mobile phone, mobile payments in the EU are still in their infancy.
Tomorrow, we would want to see, in the EU, Belgian tourists pay with their mobile
phones in Spain; Croatian citizens use a domestic card to pay for goods on an Irish
website.
The future of payments for EU citizens will rely on an integrated and modern European market for electronic payments, based on truly pan-European card, internet
and mobile payment instruments. Such a market will contribute to new growth and
prosperity in the near future by providing a better choice of payment methods and
lower prices for payment service users, more competition between providers, a better diffusion of innovations and higher payments security.
Credit transfers and direct debits are the first instruments to become truly pan-European. As from 1 February next year, they will be single euro payments area (SEPA)
compliant, which means that credit transfers and direct debits will be based on the
same requirements throughout the EU, not to say that they are already priced the
same way as domestic transfers. It is high time for other means of payment to follow
this direction and the EU will continue working on creating the conditions for better,
cheaper, more innovative and secure pan-European payment solutions to appear.
Our objective will be met with the modernisation of the European payments framework as a first step: a new payment services directive with an extended scope to
encompass, for example, third party providers that, we believe, are a strong option
for payments in the future; a new SEPA governance to ensure a sound balance of
interests of the supply and demand side and address standardisation needs for
card, internet or mobile payments to become truly pan-European; and a regulation
of multilateral interchange fees, for which a decision at European level has to be
taken since many competition procedures have occurred in our member states.

demands change and technology advances, there is a greater
need to make sure Europe is at the centre of what making a
payment could look like in the future.
Erik Nooteboom, head of unit for retail financial services
and consumer policy at the European commission’s DG internal market and services, warned that “an integrated market
is crucial”. He added that the future of European payments
is a key priority on the commission’s single market agenda,
warning that “mobile phone and internet payments would
increase growth and competition” within Europe. Nooteboom
went on to say that Europe needs an environment where innovation can flourish, that is why “we don’t want to legislate in
such detail”, he said.
The commission official argued that three factors are needed
for shaping Europe’s payments market further while also promoting future integration – a level playing field, common
technology, standards and interoperability, and protection for
consumers. “This is a very sensitive and controversial issue,
which will be discussed by the commissioners. The proposal
will bring a better choice for consumers. And I hope it will do
what we want and create more jobs in Europe,” Nooteboom
said.
For Carsten Höltkemeyer, general manager of Barclaycard
Germany, innovation in the European payment market “has

Erik Nooteboom is head of unit for retail financial services and consumer policy at
the European commission’s DG internal market and services

“The future of payments for EU citizens
will rely on an integrated and modern
European market for electronic payments,
based on truly pan-European card,
internet and mobile payment instruments”
Erik Nooteboom
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“We don’t know what’s coming
in the payment market, but
let’s be ready for anything”
Sampo Terho
only just begun.
The
payment
market
has
become
very
interesting and
we don’t know
what will happen
with new players
entering,” he said.
Höltkemeyer
e x p l a i n e d
that
in
the
payment market,
Barclaycard connects buyers and
sellers to try to
make life easier,
for example developing new ways to
pay using a mobile
phone. “We have a
good track record,”
he said, adding
that
Barclays
introduced the
world’s first ATM in 1967 and began the first mobile phone
based payment system in the UK in 2012, ‘Pingit’.
He highlighted that the payment market is facing significant changes and that opportunities for smaller players finding
a niche in an open market “can only be a good thing for competition. What we need from policymakers are clear rules so
businesses can play for the long term and a payment network
to make it stable and secure. Consumers need appropriate
protection no matter how they execute payments,” he warned,
adding that, “Policymakers need to be careful not to regulate
for the perceived problems of the past, but for the opportunity of the future. We really want this to be about payments
innovation – linking buyers and sellers efficiently is good for
society and Europe.”
Further comment came from Dave Birch, global ambassador for Consult Hyperion - an independent IT consultancy
that specialises in secure electronic transactions – who told
participants he had three points that he hoped would “stir the
debate”. “First, the EU must take the war on cash seriously. The

Continuing the work
I had the honour of hosting a seminar “The future of European payments: innovating
for our citizens” at the European parliament. The event was organised together
with Barclaycard and The Parliament Magazine. We had a stirring discussion in an
open and positive atmosphere among the speakers and participants who widely
represented the payment field.
The payments discussion continues to draw a lot of attention. In my opinion, innovative payment methods can be seen as a part of a bigger change in consumption,
even during this difficult time of financial crisis. The consumers are not only buying
goods or services; they are buying more time, convenience, flexibility and more
innovative solutions. With this in mind, I am committed to continuing my work with
the various payment-related questions.

amount of cash
in circulation has
gone up. We have
to ask what it is
Sampo Terho is a member of parliament’s ECON committee
being used for
because it is not
to facilitate trade,
it is to facilitate criminal activity. No €500 note has ever been
used in a legitimate transaction,” Birch warned. “The tax gap
in the EU is astronomical and is being fed by an increase of
cash in circulation.”
Birch told participants that “Each year in the UK, people
who use cash end up paying [€940] more than those who use
an electronic [payment method]. And if you don’t book your
holiday online, you’re more likely to pay twice as much. Financial
inclusion is social inclusion.” Birch continued, “Second, an
increase in competition. More efficient payments equal more
competition. We need to lower barriers to innovation. And
third, the integration of retailers. Consumers should not be
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War on cash
Europe has the technology, the regulatory infrastructure, the
business opportunities and, above all, the need. It’s time to
make the war on cash a reality. We live in a Europe of mobile
phones, high-speed internet, a single market and, soon, a
single euro payments area. Yet according to the latest figures
from the European payments council, 80 per cent of these
payments are still made in cash.
This used to be a matter of interest to people who study the
efficiency of the payment system. Across Europe, the different
levels of cash usage in retail point-of-sale transactions appear
to correlate with economic efficiency. Therefore, if we could
reduce the average level of cash usage across Europe, where
the total social cost of the payment system is well over one
per cent, down to the levels of countries such as Finland and
Norway, where the total social cost of the payment system is
down below a quarter of that, we would boost European GDP
and improve life for all citizens.
Since the financial crisis of 2008, however, the continued
growth of cash in circulation in the eurozone – where, generally speaking, the use of cash in retail transactions has continued to fall, albeit slowly – suggests a much bigger issue of

“The tax gap in the EU is
astronomical and is being fed by
an increase of cash in circulation”
Dave Birch

allowed to continue using cash
without
being
held responsible
for it. We want
to make debit the

public policy. The continuing widespread use of cash is fuelling
an underground economy, criminal enterprises and corruption.
And on top of that, financially excluded Europeans who are
trapped in the cash economy are also at risk of being socially
excluded. This is no longer a discussion about economics but
a discussion about fairness.
Europe has created a regulatory environment that is conducive
to the development of new electronic payments businesses
and has new forms of institution, such as the electronic money
institution and the payment institution, that help new businesses to enter the payments space and bring competition
and efficiency.
We need the parliament and the commission to join forces
and work together to reduce the use of notes and coins
throughout Europe. We have had the technology to replace
them for some time. We now have the regulatory infrastructure.
We just need an agenda set at the highest levels and we can
begin to tackle the tax gap, crime and social exclusion for all
citizens.
Dave Birch is global ambassador for Consult Hyperion

baseline to use. We need to find answers for different people
and different circumstances.”
Concluding the discussion, Terho said, “We don’t know
what’s coming in the payment market, but let’s be ready for
anything. We need a pan-EU solution – convenience, equality
and competition.”

Maximising opportunities
The European payment market is facing significant changes, with a rapid development in technology, new business models and a new customer generation being well
informed and extremely mobile. Recently we have seen the development of new and
innovative payment tools both online and face-to-face, such as mobile payments
and wallets, barcodes, ePayments and contactless solutions.
The demand to do transactions anytime, anywhere and with a device of the
customer’s choosing is creating a huge demand for new payment solutions. It is our
aim as a payment and lending provider to connect buyers and sellers and to make
life easier for both EU citizens and businesses – at the same time ensuring that
consumers receive appropriate levels of protection no matter how they initiate their
payment. The European payments market is evolving quickly and my view is that it
will not take long before the online world and the offline world converge.
Dealing with the topic of payments is one of the most important policy areas for
EU regulators and politicians, as it will be a key enabler for economic growth in the
European market. I think that a single, mature regulatory framework for payments
in the EU is needed, as having clear rules means European businesses can plan for
the long term.
With payments innovation about to really take off, and with more and more European citizens starting to benefit, I believe policymakers need to take care to create
conditions which maximise this opportunity, with a level playing field for competitors, old and new. Payments innovation is about making life easier for buyers and
sellers, in a secure and efficient way. It’s good for society and it’s good for Europe.
And it’s barely started. This is a debate that we’re excited to be a part of.
Carsten Höltkemeyer is general manager of Barclaycard Germany

“Policymakers need to be careful not to
regulate for the perceived problems of the
past, but for the opportunity of the future”
Carsten Höltkemeyer
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Real
regulation
Better monitoring of the shadow
banking sector is essential to increase
transparency and allow quicker
intervention, writes Saïd El Khadraoui

A

s defined by the financial stability board (FSB),
shadow banking is a system of intermediaries,
instruments, entities or financial contracts generating a combination of bank-like functions. But it
operates outside the regulatory perimeter or under
a regulatory regime which is either light or addresses issues other than systemic risks, and without guaranteed
access to central bank liquidity facility or public sector credit
guarantees. As such, the shadow credit intermediation process
conducts an economic role that is analogous to the credit
intermediation process performed by banks in the traditional
banking system. However, the shadow banking system decomposes the simple process of deposit-funded, hold-to-maturity
lending conducted by banks into a more complex, wholesalefunded, securitisation-based lending process. Unless the right
regulatory answers are given, this is highly risky, as the crisis
clearly demonstrated.
For a few years, shadow banking has been on the regulatory
table. At the November 2010 Seoul summit, the G20 decided
to focus on shadow banking. As a global phenomenon, the
FSB has taken the lead into better monitoring and regulating of the shadow bank system. A final report of the FSB
with recommendations on shadow banking is foreseen for
September 2013. In the mean time, the European commission
published its green paper in March 2012, open to a consultation of all stakeholders. The European parliament voted with a
huge majority on my report in November 2012. In the coming
weeks, the European commission will come forward with a
new communication on shadow banking and a legislative proposal on money market funds.
According to FSB figures, shadow banking rose from €20
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trillion in 2002 to €48 trillion in 2007. The
size of the total system declined slightly
in 2008, but increased subsequently to
reach €51 trillion in 2011 (equivalent to
111 per cent of the aggregated GDP of all
jurisdictions). Looking at the figures, it is
quite clear that shadow banking entities/
activities played a main role in the credit
explosion before the financial crisis.
Indeed, over the past decade, the
shadow banking system provided sources
of funding for credit by converting opaque,
risky, long-term assets into money-like,
short-term liabilities. However, this credit
boom has not been sustainable at all.
The risks of shadow banking activities and entities are clear:
a lack of a clear view on the risk character of the underlining
assets on the one hand, and the vulnerability to runs on the
other hand. These are the two biggest risks shadow banking
activities and entities have been confronted with. Tackling
both in a sustainable regulatory way, without cutting the credit
intermediation lines is the challenge regulators and markets
are facing in the coming months. Indeed, keeping the credit
channel open, in particular to SMEs, is a challenge we can
not underestimate. According to conservative estimates of the
impact of the new prudential capital and liquidity rules for
banks, which were more than ever necessary, a minimum of €3
trillion in funding for the European economy is needed in the
next five years.
Better mapping and monitoring of the shadow banking
sector to enhance transparency, and collecting more data
on risk transfer and allowing supervisors to intervene more

rapidly, seem to be the most important
political messages given so far in order
to tackle the systemic risks in shadow
banking. Within the monitoring principle, specific provisions should be made
for mapping the interconnectedness
within the financial sector. Indeed, this
monitoring should provide transparency around the source and destination
of risk transfers, as well as where the
capital supporting the transferred credit
risk resides and the purpose of the transaction. In particular, on money market
funds, all measures should be taken to
avoid any risk of run to the fund, as we experienced during
the crisis.
The financial bubble created by the shadow banking sector
burst in 2007-2008. The societal effects of the financial crisis it
caused are gigantic. Six years later, the situation is profoundly
different – the European economy, in particular SMEs,
struggle to find access to appropriate funding. The challenge
is clear: reopen the credit tap towards SMEs and at the same
time tackle the negative effects of the phenomenon of shadow
banking. The regulatory answer for the matter should focus
on setting up the right instruments to collect data and create
more transparency on risk transfers, allowing supervisors to
intervene more rapidly. Who owes what from who and when,
seems to be a simple question, but very difficult to answer in
the shadow banking sector. Only in a strict regulatory framework and in full transparency can shadow banking entities and
activities contribute to the financing of the real economy in a
sustainable way.

“Only in a strict
regulatory framework and
in full transparency can
shadow banking entities
and activities contribute
to the financing of
the real economy in a
sustainable way”

Saïd El Khadraoui
is parliament’s
S&D group
rapporteur on
shadow banking
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A focused approach
The EU should focus on tackling the root causes of the economic
crisis instead of introducing more regulations, says Syed Kamall

M

ore than five years after the beginning of the
financial crisis, banks are still being bailed
out with taxpayers’ money. The countries of
the EU are stuck in a state of recession or
near zero growth. Ever more regulation is
being churned out of Brussels and yet some
banks are still deemed as too big to fail and the eurozone crisis
is not over.
The European commission is now turning its sights to the
so-called shadow banking agenda, based on the principle that
if it looks or behaves like a bank, it should be regulated like
one. This might seem a reasonable approach, but we need
to consider what
problems new
legislation seeks
to address and
whether we
are tackling
one of the
root causes of
the crisis.
We should also
be wary of the
unin-

tended consequences. For example, the capital requirements
directive which was supposed to build banks’ capital buffers,
relies on banks’ own internal models to determine how strong
their balance sheets are, while the European market infrastructure regulation (Emir) on derivatives, has simply created new
centres of systemic risk in the form of central clearing houses.
The ban on uncovered sovereign credit default swaps (CDSs),
introduced in November last year by the EU, did not include a
ban on uncovered CDSs of frail banks, meaning that it is still
possible to bet against a sovereign, just not directly.
During the debate on the European parliament’s own initiative report on shadow banking, we struggled for some time
to define what activities shadow banking covers and to try to
understand the dividing line between banking and shadow
banking. In the end, the report proposed further investigation
of money market funds (MMF), securities lending, repo transactions and securitisation, many issues that are in fact already
being dealt with in existing regulations.
The commission has now come back with a proposal on
MMFs, which are already heavily regulated by the undertakings for collective investment in transferable securities
(UCITS) directive in the EU. MMFs are used by retail investors, corporate treasuries and pension funds as homes for extra
cash that they would prefer to invest rather than deposit in a
bank. The funds themselves, managed by big asset managers
just like any other UCITS fund, tend to invest their money in
government and corporate debt. In Europe, around €1 trillion
are currently invested in MMFs.
Critics of these funds point out that they experienced banklike runs during the crisis, which required massive bailouts and
guarantees from the state. On this basis, regulators in both the
US and the EU have proposed that certain types of money
market funds should have bank-style capital requirements.
This might seem to make sense, but practitioners argue that
such requirements will simply shut down this market, given
the tough market conditions and the tight margins involved.
Others suggest that by shutting down the MMF sector,
the €1 trillion they are currently holding will be forced
into Europe’s undercapitalised banks, which many corporates have expressed concern over.
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SHADOW BANKING

Syed Kamall is
parliament’s ECR
shadow rapporteur
on shadow banking

While we should seek to avoid a
repeat of taxpayer bailouts, we need
to understand why these funds failed
and whether they are inherently risky.
Looking at the evidence, it appears that
investors withdrew their money from
the funds that were most exposed to
wobbling financial institutions, which
suggests the problem may have been
more with what the fund invested in,
not the fund itself. Before we potentially
kill off a vital part of Europe’s financial infrastructure, we should investigate
alternatives such as introducing tougher
liquidity and transparency requirements,
modelled on those introduced in the US
and tested successfully in 2010.
Another initiative likely to be taken
forward is the idea for a European
database of securities lending and repo
transactions. One of the issues that most
political groups agree on is the need
for more transparency, but we need to
ensure that any data being collected is
actually useful and that supervisors do
not suffer information overload which
prevents them from focusing on real
problems. Since 2008 we have created a
whole new European supervisory architecture, as well as loaded our national
regulators with dozens of new responsibilities, so we need to be clear about
what such a database would achieve or
even whether regulators want or need it.
Instead of seeking ever more areas to
regulate, we should ensure that we are
focused on tackling the root cause of the
crisis, one of which was and continues to
be the state’s implicit guarantee of the
financial system’s biggest banks. If banks
could fail without needing taxpayer
support, then the markets would be able
to do their job. Instead, because banks
are too big or too interconnected to fail,
the state reduces the costs of activities
which, if priced by the market, would
stop. The best way to stop this from happening is to inject market forces into the
financial sector, rather than seeking to
ban or undermine some of the activities
classed as shadow banking.

“Ever more regulation
is being churned out of
Brussels and yet some
banks are still deemed
as too big to fail”
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A vital function
Kay Swinburne says safe and efficient post-trade functions are a critical
market infrastructure that can facilitate transparency and risk management

T

he processes which occur following the execution of
a financial trade are often referred to as the “plumbing” and encompass the reporting, clearing and
settlement of a trade. As this reference suggests, they
may not be as glamorous as the trading activity itself
but they need to function seamlessly in order that the
buyers and sellers involved in a transaction are able to conclude
the deal. Without these post-trade functions and the operators
of such infrastructures – clearing by central counterparty clearing (CCP) institutions and settlement by central securities
depositories (CSDs) – financial markets cannot operate.
Recently, there have been new legislative initiatives which
seek to increase the efficiency and safety of these post-trade
functions: harmonising settlement processes in CSD regulation and, in the case of derivatives, the European market
infrastructure regulation (Emir), which seeks to channel more
activity through central clearing houses and created trade
repositories. Together with the imminent introduction of
the European central bank’s Target2Securities system and in

the interests of managing risk in a more transparent way, the
importance of these functions has therefore increased, making
them critical market infrastructure.
Like all critical functions it is important to consider how
these will continue to function in extreme circumstances.
In Emir there are rules for how the central clearing process
should work in times of stress caused by the default of a
general clearing member, which allocates losses in a specific
hierarchy. However, this does not foresee a situation where
the CCP reaches operational difficulty and so cannot continue
to function normally without intervention beyond the default
fund contributions of members and the regulatory capital of
the CCP itself. Likewise, should a CSD get into difficulty,
there needs to be a mechanism by which the settlement of
trades can continue in order to facilitate the functioning of the
wider market.
The new own initiative report considering the recovery and
resolution of non-bank financial institutions suggests what
steps may be necessary in order to protect the broader market
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POST-TRADE FUNCTIONS

“Legal certainty at times of market stress
improves market confidence and given the
inter-connectedness of global financial
systems, pre-planning may help prevent
contagion across venues and markets”

Global level arbitration is the
key to successful financial
reforms and a break from the
mistakes of the past, writes
Larry Thompson
The Parliament Magazine’s

Kay Swinburne
is a member
of parliament’s
economic and
monetary affairs
committee

functions and the market participants
should a failure occur in a critical market
infrastructure. The report focuses on
the business continuity of CCPs and
CSDs and suggests that investors’ assets
need to be protected during periods of
stress and systems need to allow these
activities to occur outside the normal
insolvency regime of a member state.
Every operator of critical market
infrastructure needs to have detailed
recovery and resolution plans agreed
with their regulator in order to have an
orderly business continuity plan, even if
the existing management cannot remain
in place. Where possible, these should
be aligned with the proposed legislation
concerning recovery and resolution plans
for the banking sector, especially for
critical market infrastructure operating
under an EU banking licence.
Pre-planning for the demise of a business is not easy, but where the interests
of the broader market are at stake, it is
incumbent upon the operators of such
critical market infrastructure to have
comprehensive plans in place and for
the appropriate legislative framework to
exist across the whole single market.
Legal certainty at times of market
stress improves market confidence and,
given the inter-connectedness of global
financial systems, pre-planning may help
prevent contagion across venues and
markets.
Parliament’s economic and monetary affairs committee will consider the
report with an amendment deadline in
early September for a plenary vote in
the autumn which will be ahead of legislative proposals from the commission
which are anticipated in November.

Thought leader

T

general David Wright has himself called for the
development of an international enforcement body
for just such a purpose.
A growing number of market participants
are beginning to wonder whether empowering an
organisation like IOSCO to implement and arbitrate
At the heart of the issue is how new regulatory
principle-based regulations through directive policy
requirements will extend across national borders
is a concept worth considering.
and whether they will align with those of other
Giving IOSCO the same binding arbitration
jurisdictions.
authority
as the World Trade Organisation could
The measured approach adopted by regulators
also
allow
differences of opinion to be resolved
globally as they develop their
efficiently and issues of
respective cross-border regimes
“The measured
non-compliance addressed
reflects the difficulty of impleapproach
adopted
by
promptly, while protecting
menting local rules for what has
each country’s sovereignty.
regulators
globally
become a highly interconnected
Most of all, it could facilifinancial system.
as they develop their
tate
the regulatory coordinarespective crossRegulators must continue to
tion
essential
to the success
work together to resolve these
border regimes
of
global
fi
nancial
reform.
issues. But if they are unable to
reflects the difficulty
I
understand
this
apachieve convergence through
of
implementing
proach
is
overly
simplistic
collaboration and compromise,
because of differing legal
local rules for what
perhaps it is now time to
and tax systems, and the
has become a highly
consider empowering a global
maturities and sophistication
and independent organisation
interconnected
levels of financial markets and
to oversee, assess and enforce
financial system”
products.
principle-based regulations
However, this type of
globally.
discussion
and
debate
is
critical because all
There remain stark differences in the crossof
us
who
are
involved
in
the
financial services
border approach being considered by supervisors
sector
–
from
market
and
industry
participants to
around the world, and an international body such
policymakers
and
academics
–
need
to continue
as the international organisation of securities
challenging
ourselves
and
rethinking
our
approach
commissions (IOSCO) could play a vital role in
to
fi
nancial
re-regulation.
resolving these conflicts. Indeed, IOSCO secretary
his summer is shaping up to be a critical
moment in global financial reform as
policymakers push to achieve convergence
of new regulations stemming from the
2008 crisis.

Larry Thompson is managing director and general counsel for DTCC
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Workers check solar
panels on a factory
roof in China’s
Zhejiang province

Duty calls?
Brussels and Beijing must reach a compromise over the imposition of duties
on solar panels and avoid a damaging trade war, writes David Martin

C

hina and the EU are two of the three largest
global economies and with Beijing being Brussels’
second trading partner and Brussels Beijing’s first,
it inevitably means the two economies are inextricably locked in together. Thus, badly handled,
the European commission’s decision to impose
provisional dumping duties on imported Chinese solar panels
might pose a threat to the whole relationship. The commission
is right to act if dumping has occurred – it would be wrong to
act in response to protectionist pressure.
The threat is that this might rapidly escalate into a trade
war, as things get out of hand and the consequences are
ratcheted up by tit-for-tat retaliation, particularly if the commission at this stage takes additional measures in the field of
telecommunication without having received any complaints
from European companies. Yet the imposition of duties on
solar panels – initially at 11.8 per cent and only quadrupling
to an average of 47.6 per cent after two months – gives us a
breathing space to find a compromise with Beijing.
Let us be clear about what is under threat.
In 2012, both partners exchanged the equivalent of €433bn of goods, and €43bn in services.
European goods exports to China have virtually
doubled from €78bn in 2008 to €144bn last year,
while Brussels’ imports from China have only

risen by 16 per cent (from €248bn to €290bn). Europe’s trade
deficit is shrinking as China’s middle class continues to grow
with more and more Chinese consumers able to afford the EU’s
cars and luxury goods. Moreover, Beijing’s choice to redirect its
economic policy towards domestic consumption can only play in
favour of EU exporters. Equally, trade in services – another area
in which the EU excels and currently representing only 10 per
cent of the trade in goods – will play an increasing role in the
trade mix as the Chinese economy grows and with the prospect
of an investment treaty. Finally, future agreement on improved
market access could generate €17.5bn in further trade, according
to the EU chamber of commerce in China.
The solar panel case is complex. It could cost European jobs
in the installation sector if we impose duties; if we do not, then
25,000 production jobs could be at risk. For some solar panel
parts, China already produces 150 per cent of global demand
– this is clearly unsustainable. A trade war with China is thus
the worst option. Instead, resolving this issue in an agreeable
way and moving on to discussing investment protection and
improving regulatory environment and market
access is the way towards mutually beneficial
trade relations. The commission must make
clear to China that it rejects protectionism, but
cannot accept dumping as a way forward for
either side.

“A trade war
with China is the
worst option”

David Martin
is a member
of parliament’s
international trade
committee
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Zero Plastics to
Landfill by 2020
A challenging
but realistic goal

The Zero plastics to landfill by 2020 project aims at reducing the
10 million tonnes of plastic waste currently being landfilled every
year in the EU to close to zero in 2020. This will stimulate the
plastics recycling sector, it will result in more plastic waste
being made available for energy recovery and will ultimately lead to the creation of jobs in Europe.

Plastic waste landfilled in Europe
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Zero Plastics to Landfill by 2020 scenario
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With business as usual leading to zero in 2037, the
2020 objective will prevent an estimated 80 million
tonnes of plastic waste from going to landfill, an
amount representing about 1 billion barrels of oil
or €70 billion (if 1 barrel = $100 and $1 = €0.70).
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Resource efficiency
means banning the landfilling
of plastic waste
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Most plastics can technically be recycled. To realise the
full potential of plastic waste, different management
options are available; beginning with quality recycling
when this is the most sustainable option. Plastics that
cannot be sustainably recycled provide valuable feedstock to efficient energy-from-waste facilities to produce
electricity, heat or secondary recovered fuel.
The decision as to which route to take should be based
on sustainability criteria, i.e. taking into account not only
environmental, but also economic and social aspects.

plastics 1.indd 1

Today 7 EU Member States plus Norway
and Switzerland already landfill less than
10% of post-consumer plastic waste, however
11 EU Member States still landfill more than
60%. This is as a result of the poor enforcement of existing European legislation and that
landfilling, in many Member States, is still the
cheapest waste management option.
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A night to remember

Hundreds of guests gathered at the annual Parliament Magazine MEP awards to
see MEPs receive recognition for their outstanding work over the previous year

E

uropean parliament vice-president Edward
McMillan-Scott was host for the evening as
Brussels recognised MEPs for their outstanding
work. McMillan-Scott took to the stage for the
ninth annual MEP awards held at the Concert
Noble hotel in the heart of Brussels’ EU district,
where 18 MEPs were rewarded for their work across a range
of policy areas. The British ALDE deputy said that while
there are many MEPs working in a “variety of policy areas”
not covered by the awards, he hoped that through the night’s
celebrations “a few can be rewarded for their special contributions”. “May I personally congratulate all of tonight’s winners,”
said McMillan-Scott, adding, “Their achievements demonstrate some of the fantastic work being carried out by the
European parliament.”
Parliament president Martin Schulz told guests that, “Over
the years, the Parliament Magazine and its MEP awards ceremony has been synonymous with highlighting and recognising
the important work carried out by the European parliament.”
Speaking through a pre-recorded video message, he said, “It is
clear that the work the European parliament is doing, despite

public perception in some areas, is delivering concrete solutions
for citizens. We are working hard to overcome the economic
crisis and crisis in confidence in the EU institutions.”
The event, which was live web-streamed on the night, also
saw the winner of the environment award, Vladko Panayotov,
entertain revellers by playing saxophone on stage with a live
band. More than 400 guests turned out on the night for
the awards, where they enjoyed beer and spirits generously
supplied by the Brewers of Europe and Diageo, with live
streaming supported by Baxter.
Wilfried Haensel, the president of PlasticsEurope, the
overall sponsors of the event, said the awards offered the
chance to “acknowledge the important work of the members of
the European parliament and to honour exceptional achievements and outstanding performances”.
Speaking after the ceremony, McMillan-Scott said, “This
is a big occasion in the European Union’s calendar. The
European parliament is perhaps not the most visible of institutions, but when individuals are singled out by their colleagues
for an award… it’s very encouraging and congratulations to
all.”

For full coverage of
the awards go to
www.mepawards.
eu
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“I feel a great sense of responsibility to receive
this award. I believe that at the moment when
Europe is going through a very serious crisis… it is
more important than ever that we are together on
our values and principles. This award will give me
further stimulus to continue working for Europe.”
Ana Gomes receives the
outstanding achievement
award from Wilfried
Haensel, PlasticsEurope

Outstanding achievement
“We are in the middle of one of the most
important reforms that the parliament is
involved in. I’m proud that parliament plays a
very important role [in CAP reform]. So more
green reform, more green agriculture and more
food for everybody. Thank you very much.”

Agriculture and rural affairs

Paolo De Castro receives the
agriculture and rural affairs
award from Thomas Burke,
Irish Brewers Association

“It really feels good to make animals feel
better. The animal welfare intergroup is
a cross party alliance trying to make life
better for animals. I will continue that work
with my friends and we will prove ourselves
more humane by treating animals better.”
Carl Schlyter receives the
animal welfare award from
Sonja Van Tichelen, IFAW

Animal welfare
38 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 8 July 2013

37-45 PM.indd 38

04/07/2013 16:45:42

DISCOVER
ALL THE
USES OF
OIL IN YOUR
EVERYDAY
LIFE

Fuelling Europe’s Future is an initiative launched by
Europia, the European Petroleum Industry Association.
The main goal is to promote and inform European
citizens about the important role oil refining plays in
our everyday life by showcasing some of its most
important uses and applications.
Visit our website and navigate through interactive
animations, infographics and videos, take our quiz to
test your knowledge, ask our experts.
Come on in and learn about oil refining.
You may be surprised!
Follow us on Twitter
@FuellingEurope

europia.indd 1

Follow us on YouTube
FuellingEuropesFuture
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EFPIA promotes pharmaceutical research & development and the best conditions
in Europe for companies to bring new medicines to patients that improve human
health and the quality of life around the world.
EFPIA supports a vision of modern and sustainable
supports innovation, where citizens are empowered to
healthcare systems in Europe, where patients have equal
informed decisions about their health and ensures
EFPIA
promotes pharmaceutical research &make
development
and the best conditions
and early access to the best and safest medicines, which
the highest security of the medicines supply chain.

in Europe for companies to bring new medicines to patients that improve human
health and the quality of life around the world.
Patients must EFPIA
be atsupports
the heart
of decision-making. Their needs
should be central to decisions made
a vision of modern and sustainable
supports innovation, where citizens are empowered to
healthcareof
systems
in Europe,
patients have of
equal
make informed decisions about their health and ensures
on access, allocation
funding
andwhere
assessments
value.
and early access to the best and safest medicines, which
Andrew Witty
CEO of GlaxoSmithKline and President of EFPIA

the highest security of the medicines supply chain.

Patients must be at the heart of decision-making. Their needs should be central to decisions made
 New medicines are being created, notably for rare or previously untreated diseases, using new biopharmaceutical
on access, allocation
of funding and assessments of value.
techniques
Andrew Witty
 The pharmaceutical industry is the high technology sector with the highest value-added per person employed in Europe
CEO of GlaxoSmithKline and President of EFPIA
 660,000 highly-skilled people directly employed in Europe, of these 116,000 employed in R&D
 New medicines are being created, notably for rare or previously untreated diseases, using new biopharmaceutical
 The pharmaceutical industry is one of Europe’s top performing high-technology sectors. Sector R&D intensity is an
techniques
effective means of ranking innovative industries as innovative pharmaceuticals have a sector intensity of 15.9%.
 The pharmaceutical industry is the high technology sector with the highest value-added per person employed in Europe
 660,000 highly-skilled people directly employed in Europe, of these 116,000 employed in R&D
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“Development is not on a very high level of
political priorities in member states, but it
is very important to increase development
assistance and to do everything possible
to eradicate poverty in the world.”
Filip Kaczmarek receives the
development award from
parliament vice-president
Edward McMillan Scott

Development

Amalia Sartori receives
the digital agenda award
from Gianluca Setti, IEEE

“I dedicate this prize to
all my supporters, ITRE
and non-ITRE colleagues
and to all those present
tonight, thank you.”

Digital agenda
“This is a prize for all MEPs who have worked to
solve our crises. WE are the representatives of EU
citizens. The European parliament is the biggest
charter of citizens in Europe and this prize is a
prize for all of us and will give us the power and
support to continue doing our job in the future.”

Economic and monetary affairs

Othmar Karas receives the
economic and monetary affairs
award from Larry Thompson, DTCC
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“Thank you everyone. As you know, I am the first deaf MEP
and the goal of my work is to support the disabled people
of Europe. My work also shows that disabled and nondisabled citizens can also achieved what I’ve achieved.”
Ádám Kósa receives the
employment and social affairs
award from Denis Pennel, Eurociett

Employment and social affairs

“It’s a great moment for me to achieve this
award. I think the European energy community
is a great idea. This is not an easy time for EU
integration but from this discipline it’s great.”
Jerzy Buzek receives the energy
award from Chris Beddoes, Europia

Energy
“Every moment from our lives is precious and unique.
That is why I’m happy to share this moment with
you. Thanks to all of you and I wish you the best.”
Vladko Panayotov receives
the environment award from
Philippe François, Baxter

Enviroment

Mariya Gabriel receives the gender equality
award from Lars Peter Svane, EuroBrussels

Gender equality

“I would like to thank everyone. This prize is a prize
for all women in and outside Europe who fight
everyday for women’s rights and democracy. There
can be no democracy without gender equality.”
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“The way to work: A job for every person, a person for
every job” is the vision brought to life by Eurociett
for the private employment services (PrES) industry
Eurociett is showing its commitment to building better functioning
labour markets through 5 pledges for the PrES industry
Over 5 years at the global level, private employment services will
 Support 280 million people in their job life
 Help 75 million young people enter the labour market
 Up-skill 65 million people, giving them more work choices
 Create 18 million more jobs
 Serve 13 million companies with the right talents to succeed

www.eurociett.eu
eurociett.indd 1
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“Health is one of the highest values for the
citizens of the European Union. I will continue
to fight for more improvement in terms of
medical infrastructure and I will stand for
equal access to treatment for all EU citizens.”

Health

Petru Constantin Luhan receives the health
award from Gabriella Almberg, EFPIA

Róża Thun receives the internal market
and consumer affairs award from
Rafael Fernandez Aller, FEANI

“This award is for trying to secure the rights of
the consumer. Who of us is not a consumer? I
want to thank you very much for this award, it
shows that the EU is about the consumer.”

Internal market and
consumer protection

“I feel very honoured to receive
this award and I want to say thank
you to all my MEP colleagues who
also worked together with me on
dealing with internet issues.”

Internet policy

Sabine Verheyen receives the internet
policy award from Sally Costerton, ICANN

Lívia Járóka receives the justice
and civil liberties award from
Robert Boelhouwer, ENFA

“I’m delighted and honoured… As a Roma
origin MEP, I ask you all to support me in
the fight against tackling the poverty that
affects over 40 million people in the EU.”

Justice and civil liberties
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“I feel privileged for the last 10 years, first in the
commission and then as chair of the committee in the
parliament, to work on policy that is bringing Europe
closer to its citizens and that is also empowering people.”

Regional development

Danuta Hübner receives the
regional development award
from Martin Beck, Dods

Paul Rübig receives the research and innovation
award from Andreas Wild, ENIAC Joint Undertaking

“I think all the winners are smart and all the ones who came onto
this level of being nominated are winners. Innovation and research,
it’s nothing for a single undertaking, I think it is important to see
that we do it for a positive development in this world.”

Research and
innovation

“The trade committee in the European parliament
has become one of the most important because
trade is our way out of the recession. Without an
active trade policy we will not get economic recovery.”
David Martin receives the trade
award from Martin Hatfull, Diageo

Trade
Georgios Koumoutsakos receives
the transport award from Olivier
Paturet, Nissan Europe

“I am particularly honoured to receive this award.
The transport sector has always been crucial to the
European economy. Today, it is even more vital. It is
the transport sector who fuels growth and gives jobs.”

Transport
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COMPLEMENTARY AND ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE

Healthy debate
Alojz Peterle calls on the EU and its member states to seriously consider
the potential benefits of complementary and alternative medicine

T
Alojz Peterle
is chair of
parliament’s MEPs
against cancer
group

he European Union and its member states are clearly
facing a growing health crisis. An ageing population,
rising levels of diseases, such as cancer, diabetes and
heart disease, mental ill-health and anti-microbial
resistance, are all accentuated by the pressure of
austerity on health systems. The situation begs the
question as to whether there are other ways to approach
healthcare that may be beneficial. It was in this context that a
conference, entitled “complementary and alternative medicine
(Cam): an investment in health”, took place in the European
parliament last month.
Jointly organised by two European parliament interest groups,
MEPs against cancer (Mac) and MEPs for Cam, the conference was co-hosted and chaired by myself – having benefited
from Cam treatment for cancer – and my fellow MEP Sirpa
Pietikäinen. European health commissioner Tonio Borg said in
his keynote speech, “It is an important principle of the Union’s
pharmaceutical
legislation that
patients should
have access to the
medicinal products
of their choice.
This
includes
innovative medicines as much as
traditional herbal
and homeopathic

medicinal products. Patient empowerment is on the increase. It
progressively serves to put patients in the driver’s seat – taking
charge and control of their own health. Patients often know
what treatment works for them, and which healthcare is efficient
for their condition. This can include the use of complementary
medicine.”
The conference heard presentations from expert providers
and researchers covering the growing popularity of Cam with
citizens, what characterises Cam’s holistic approach to patient
care, the current provision of Cam in the EU and the potential
benefits of greater integration into health systems.
The conference heard there is little coherence in the way
member states regulate the estimated 450,000 medical doctors,
practitioners and other health professionals practicing Cam in
the EU. Furthermore, member states’ variable implementation
of EU directives for herbal and homeopathic medicinal products
is impacting negatively on access by citizens and Cam providers.
Yet recent studies on the economics of Cam seem to indicate
its widespread use and integration could result in cost savings
for health systems. One study that involved ‘mining’ the large
database of Dutch health insurers appears to show that patients
of GPs who use Cam live longer healthier lives and yet cost
less in overall care. Evidence for effectiveness and cost-saving
was also presented from the pioneering health service in Italy’s
Tuscany region, where the widespread integration of Cam across
hospital-based healthcare services is having a positive impact on
patient care and costs. The Tuscany region is actively involved
in the EU’s European partnership for action against cancer
(Epaac) and brings the contribution of Cam in the
complementary care of cancer patients to the project
discussion table.
In closing, Pietikaïnen and I called for the potential contribution of Cam to healthcare in the EU to
be promoted more determinedly by the commission
and member states. They called for the EU to invest
more in researching the effectiveness and costeffectiveness of Cam and to take action to resolve
the highly confused and inhibiting regulatory situation that currently exists for products, providers and
patients.

“Member states’ variable
implementation of EU directives
for herbal and homeopathic
medicinal products is impacting
negatively on access by citizens
and complementary and
alternative medicine providers”
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Child support
The EU must find better ways than institutional care to
help vulnerable children, argues Mairead McGuinness

T

here is a serious problem in Europe; that of hundreds
of thousands of children in the EU and neighbouring countries being placed in institutions that
cannot provide the individual attention and the love
that a child needs. It is proven that growing up in
institutions is harmful for the cognitive, social and
emotional development of the child. Another problem is that
children enter the public care system not because they are
orphans but because of poverty, disability or because parents
struggle to care for them. The ‘opening doors for Europe’s
children’ campaign aims to help governments support families
in order to ensure children are cared for within their families.
We want to see a move towards ending institutional care in
Europe and creating better alternative models of care, in particular supporting families.
First of all deinstitutionalisation does not mean simply
closing down institutions. It is understood as the transition from
institutional care to family-based or community-based care.
Many institutionalised children are removed from their families
unnecessarily. With the right support, parents or other family
members can care for their children. In cases where children
need to be separated from their biological family, foster care
or small group homes are far better alternatives to institutions.
This is a very important point: institutional care is poor
use of public money. When institutions were created they
aimed at solving a problem; today we know that most of the
time they can make matters worse. Children with experience of institutional care are more likely to end up living in
poverty, unemployed, with a higher risk of drug and alcohol
abuse and domestic violence. Coping with those problems
costs society more than investing in, for example, family and
parenting support, training and supervision of foster parents
and adequate preparation and follow-up of care leavers. In the
long-term alternatives to institutional care are far more costeffective. But apart from the costs we have to ask, if a child
could choose would they choose to go into an institution or to
live at home with their family or in a more community-based
care system? For me the answer is clear. Children choose home
all the time and where that is not possible we must provide the
next best option, but not an institution.

The recently
adopted European
commission recommendation
‘Investing in children - breaking the cycle of disadvantage’, explicitly encourages
member states to stop the expansion of institutional care and
promote quality, community-based care and foster care within
family settings instead. Moreover, the currently negotiated Mairead
European regulations for 2014-2020 European structural McGuinness is a
funds can and should unleash sustained financial support to substitute member
cover the extra costs of the transition phase.
of parliament’s
The role of parliament is extremely relevant as co-legisla- environment,
tor. We should not forget that preventing social exclusion and public health
poverty is among the EU 2020 objectives. The allocation of and food safety
structural funds, and in particular the European social fund committee
(ESF) and the
Opening doors for Europe’s children
European region‘Opening doors for Europe’s children’ is a pan-European campaign that promotes
al development
the transition from institutional to family-based care, also called deinstitutionalisafund
(ERDF),
tion (DI).
can play a crucial
The campaign operates both on an EU and on a national level in 12 EU member,
role in supporting
pre-accession and neighbouring countries: Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
member states’
Estonia, Greece, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Serbia, and
policy
reforms
Ukraine.
towards deinstiThe campaign leaders operating on a European level are:
tutionalisation
• Eurochild, a Brussels-based network of organisations and individuals that
promote the rights and wellbeing of children and young people in Europe.
and development
• Hope and Homes for Children, an international charity working to end
of communityinstitutional care for children.
based
services.
Part of the next seven-year budget of the EU (2014-2020), in particular structural
The parliament is
funds and pre-accession funds, can be used to support the transition from
negotiating these
institutional to family- and community-based care. The campaigners call on national
governments to fulfil the European commission recommendation and provide quality
provisions for the
alternative care for children. By showcasing positive practices developed by NGOs
next seven years
across Europe, the campaigners aim to:
with
member
1. Assist governments in the DI process.
states. The right
2. Advocate to the EU in order to keep DI high on the political agenda and ensure
decisions at this
implementation at national level.
3. Work in partnership with national NGOs to ensure that EU policy guidance and
critical time could
funding tools are used effectively to deliver the best outcomes for children and
change the lives of
families.
thousands of chilwww.openingdoors.eu
dren.
8 July 2013 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 47

47 PM.indd 47

04/07/2013 13:08:32

CROATIA|Social Lens analysis

#Croatia
Croatia’s accession to the EU has been
welcomed by policymakers across Europe,
but how did social media respond? Social
Lens analysed the data

P

Most used
hashtags
Unsurprisingly, Social
Lens shows us that
the three top trending
hashtags for the newest member of the bloc were
#Croatia, #CroatiaEU
and #EU28.

olicymakers have described Croatia’s accession
to the European Union as “historic” and “deeply
inspiring”. European council president Herman
Van Rompuy led the congratulations to the bloc’s
newest member, saying that EU membership
Croatia 56%
would “change the life of this nation for good”.
“In the recent history of the western Balkans, [Croatia’s] entry
CroatiaEU 32.6%
marks a milestone towards a shared future: living together, in
peace and prosperity.” He described the Union’s 28th member
EU28 11.4%
as a “trailblazer”, adding, “Over the past months, jointly with
Slovenia, you have courageously overcome hurdles.”
Meanwhile, Martin Schulz, president of the European
parliament, also praised Croatia, saying, “For the western
Balkans, a region that only some years ago was torn apart and
devastated by war, Europe has become a
Data from Social Lens reveals that the
European commission 56.4%
magnet of peace and change.” He called
commission is not only the most influential
Zagreb a “pioneer” and said that it has
European parliament 22.2%
Twitter account, but also the most retweeted.
However, if you consider that the commission
“created institutions based on the values
Martin Schulz 9.4%
has 129,786 followers while the parliament
of democracy and the rule of law. You
has just 26,162 and Martin Schulz has
have reformed your economy and made
Enlargement directorate-general 8.2%
44,223 then it would be fair to say that
it more competitive. You have demonthe parliament is doing quite a good job at
strated that through determination and
Jerzy Buzek 3.8%
getting its message out there.
hard-work EU membership is within
reach. It is a historic day for the EU
and Croatia. Europe is taking another
important step towards reunification,
and Croatia opens a new chapter in its
history,” said the German MEP.
EPP president Joseph Daul agreed,
Social Lens reveals that the European commission dominated as the most influenadding, “I would like to send a message:
tial player in the Twittersphere, although all of the top five influencers are from the
for Croatia, the European Union will be
institutions.
what you make of it. EU entry is not the
5th
end of the road, it is the beginning.”
Communications
Enlargement
But as for how social media responded
Jerzy Buzek
Directorate- Networks, Content
to the bloc’s newest member? Social
Martin Schulz
and Technology
General
Lens gathered the data to help us find European Commission
Directorate-General
out...

Most retweeted

Top influencers on Twitter

1st

2nd

3rd

4th
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Most mentioned on Twitter
Although VladhaRH and MimicaEU are relatively new to the Eurobubble’s social media
scene, Social Lens shows us that on the
topic of Croatia they are rather influential.
Why? Well VladaRH is the Croatian government’s Twitter account and Neven Mimica is
Croatia’s commissioner for consumer policy.

VladaRH 40.1%
MimicaEU 27.7%
EU_Eurostat 16.1%
BarrosoEU 9.7%
EU_Consumer 6.4%

Viral videos

Usually the commission’s videos go viral for all the wrong reasons,
like the ‘Science- It’s a girl thing!’ campaign which received a lot of
criticism for alleged sexist undertones, and the enlargement video
which was pulled after some said that it promoted stereotypes. However three considerably more subtle Croatia videos have received
nearly 40,000 hits in less than two weeks, with the latest offering
‘Welcome Croatia’ receiving 21,010 hits.

Most liked
Facebook post
As of today, we are 28! The European Union is
now larger and stronger. At midnight, #Croatia
became the EU’s newest member. Read Wilfried
Martens statement and say with us: Welcome!
http://news.epp.eu/zzdPwC #CroatiaEU #EU28

3144 likes
EPP vs EU commission
It was a post by the EPP group that received the
most likes on Facebook, topping a top five that
consisted of four commission posts. This said,
even if you add up the likes on all four of the
commissions top posts they still didn’t quite
reach the popularity of the EPP post.

Welcome Croatia…
21,010 views
www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwdO1whcfHA
Croatia is... Part1/2
15,138 views
www.youtube.com/watch?v=cYnnU8xQhvI
Croatia is… Part 2/2
2730 views
www.youtube.com/watch?v=GRqYtuqlEPs

Top 5

EPP: 57.9%

EU Commission: 42.1%

But overall the commission did come out on
top, albeit by sheer quantity of posts.
Overall

EPP: 43%

EU Commission: 57%

This document was produced using data from Social
Lens and analysis from our experts. All percentages in
this document refer to the population listed herewith
only and NOT the full population of Social Lens.
To find out more about Social Lens
visit the website www.sociallens.com,
or sign up for a free demonstration at
www.digital.dods.co.uk

Analyse what matters
www.sociallens.com
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MEPs give green light to Latvian eurozone membership
The European parliament’s Strasbourg
plenary session has endorsed Latvia joining
the EU’s single currency zone. The vote
last week paves the way for EU finance
ministers to give the final approval at their
9 July council meeting, with Latvia set to
become the eurozone’s 18th member in
January 2014. Latvia’s national currency,
the lats, has been pegged to the euro since
2005. Parliament’s rapporteur on adoption by Latvia of the
euro Burkhald Balz said, “Latvia has overcome the 2008 crisis
by working very hard, painfully, but in the end successfully, on
its budget consolidation.” The German EPP deputy added,
“The country is now ready to join the euro in an exemplary
manner. Public debt is currently at 40 per cent of GDP which

is amongst the best figures in the EU”.
Further comment came from Latvian
ECR deputy Roberts Zīle, who welcomed
the move as “a significant geopolitical step
for the country”. “Among other things, the
adoption of the euro by Latvia will help
reduce the country’s dependence on Russia,
as well as improve the stability of the financial sector,” added Zīle. The Latvian MEP
sounded a note of caution, however, saying the decision will
“not solve many of the problems Latvia is still facing.” “Because
of austerity measures taken unemployment, even though
falling, is high while inequality and poverty have increased,”
he said. “At the same time emigration and negative population
growth are a worry for the very existence of our nation.”

European Parliament elects first
female ombudsman

MFF budget deal ‘best possible
result’, says Schulz

The European parliament
has voted to elect the EU’s
first ever female ombudsman.
Also Ireland’s first female
ombudsman, Emily O’Reilly
held off stiff competition from
five other candidates, including Dutch EPP deputy Ria
Oomen-Ruijten, to win the prestigious EU watchdog role.
Former EU ombudsman Nikiforos Diamandouros was
among the first to congratulate her, saying, “I am convinced
that Emily O’Reilly will pursue with dedication, dynamism,
and vision the European ombudsman’s goal of serving as a
bridge between European citizens and the EU administration.” Following the vote, Irish S&D deputy Emer Costello
quipped, “Perhaps we will now have to amend the position to
that of European ombudswoman, as she is the first woman to
hold the post.” UK ECR deputy Marina Yannakoudakis congratulated O’Reilly on Twitter, and said that she was “pleased
an apolitical professional was chosen to address citizens’
complaints”. ALDE MEP Nessa Childers agreed, saying, “It
was crucial that this important role remained politically independent.” Meanwhile, Irish MEP Marian Harkin praised
O’Reilly’s ability to use media effectively. “By proactively
engaging in online media and public discussions, Emily and
her team will ensure that more people and institutions will
be aware of the ombudsman’s role, thus encouraging more
people to bring cases forward,” she said.

MEPs have approved a
compromise deal on the
2014-2020 EU budget following a long, ill-tempered
and very public squabble
with national governments.
The deal on the multiannual
financial framework (MFF),
agreed in Strasbourg last week, sets the EU’s long term
budget at €960bn. European parliament president Martin
Schulz described the agreement as “the best possible result
in the given circumstances”. “The deal with the council is
far from perfect but the vote indicates the wide support in
the European parliament and underlines that the parliament
has obtained significant improvements,” he said. Schulz,
who along with the parliament’s lead negotiator French
EPP deputy Alain Lamassoure, Irish prime minister Enda
Kelly and European commission president José Manuel
Barroso brokered the deal, said the outcome was not perfect
but “ensured much greater flexibility in the use of the EU
budget”.
EU budget commissioner Janusz Lewandowski said,
“Today is a good day for Europe and I take great pride and
happiness in it.” He added, “We have spared no effort over
the last two years to reach this point by helping the European
parliament and the council find common ground on what is
traditionally the most complex, the most sensitive and the
toughest negotiations in the European Union.”
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The European parliament has
agreed on a set of recommendations to the EU member
states and political parties on
improvements to the organisation of the 2014 European
elections. The resolution,
authored by ALDE deputy
Andrew Duff, calls for candidates for the post of European
commission president to present their political programmes
throughout all member states and take part in a set of
public debates. The resolution also includes provisions that
European political parties should nominate their presidential
candidates well ahead of time to allow for pan-EU campaigns on European issues. Duff, said the vote shows that
MEPs “intend to take seriously their new duty to elect the
new commission president. We are committed to fighting
the election campaign on European issues with the parties
led by champions who aspire to succeed [current commission president José Manuel] Barroso. This will personalise
and dramatise the elections as never before, giving the voters
a better idea of what is at stake in the European parliament
elections. National parties and parliaments must make space
for the growth of a transnational political dimension,” he
added. Justice and fundamental rights commissioner Viviane
Reding also welcomed the outcome of the vote, saying,
“I strongly welcome the European parliament’s action to
improve participation in the next European elections.”

NEWSANALYSIS

European elections shake-up
resolution agreed

From the Twittersphere
@VassiliouEU education, culture,
multilingualism and youth commissioner Androulla Vassiliou
We hope that events in Egypt will lead
to peace & constitutional order & not to chaos &
bloodshed. The Egyptian people deserve better.

@davidmartinmep David Martin MEP
Socialists and Democrats Group calls for
EU-US trade talks to be put on hold!!!

@JanAlbrecht Jan Philipp Albrecht
MEP
Absurd how the #EU is seduced by the US
paranoia. Rule of law and democracy are achievments
which we need to protect even vis-a-vis friends.

@MarosSefcovic Inter-institutional
relations commissioner Maroš
Šefčovič
Welcome election of Emily O’Reilly as new
@EUombudsman, congratulations! First woman to hold
post – as in native Ireland for last 10 years

@MartinSchulz European parliament
president Martin Schulz
Irish Presidency @eu2013ie has been a
success working with the Eurpoean Parliament not least on #MFF, a better deal for EU citizens

@Groote Matthias Groote MEP

@EmmaMcClarkin Emma McClarkin
MEP
So it’s welcome to Croatia joining the EU
today. My advice would be to keep control
of your borders, stay out of the euro & continue reforms

@jillevansmep Jill Evans MEP
Croatia joined the EU today,as Lithuania
takes over the Presidency. Smaller nations at the heart of the European Union.
#plaidcymru #ymlaen

@AnniPodimata Anni Podimata MEP
Today we officially welcome Croatia and
our new Croatian colleagues in the EP
in Strasbourg! We need so much their
enthusiasm about Europe..

@GuyVerhofstadt ALDE president
Guy Verhofstadt
Welcome to the 28th Member State of
the European Union - Croatia! At long
last! Warm welcome! @vpusic #EU #HrvatskainEU
#EU28 #CroatiaEU

@NChildersMEP Nessa Childers MEP
A “clash of civilizations” occurring in
Portugal now. Bond yields rising amid
people unable to take more cuts. Troika
issuing warnings....

Yes!!!! #Backloading is still alive!

MEPs to set up US spy scandal inquiry
The European parliament’s justice and civil
liberties committee (LIBE) is to conduct an
investigation into the US national security
agency’s (NSA) secret surveillance programmes. The move follows new claims by
US Prism whistleblower Edward Snowden
in the German weekly news magazine
Der Spiegel that the NSA had routinely
bugged EU officials and offices in Brussels, New York and
Washington. The new allegations came just a few weeks
after it was revealed that the NSA was also involved in secret
surveillance that gathered EU citizen user data from internet
giants such as Google and Microsoft.
The LIBE committee will be tasked with gathering evidence from both US and EU sources and is expected to

present its findings by the end of the year.
Commenting on last week’s Strasbourg
vote, ALDE deputy Sophie in ‘t Veld said,
“We can no longer tolerate that the US or
any other country’s law is applied directly
on EU territory. EU citizens must be guaranteed protection under our own EU laws.
Clearly this situation will have an impact
on other policies. We must consider now if the [passenger
name records] and Swift agreements are still tenable in the
circumstances”. Further comment came from Greens/EFA
group co-president Rebecca Harms, who said, “Unfortunately,
there was no majority for our request to suspend the start of
negotiations on the transatlantic free trade agreement until
there are binding data protection standards in place.”
8 July 2013 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 51

50-51 PM.indd 51

04/07/2013 16:51:24

IF THIS MAKES YOU FEEL UNCOMFORTABLE,
IMAGINE HOW IT MAKES HER FEEL

iwf.indd 1

04/07/2013 16:23:34

POLICYFOCUS

Into the cloud?
Cloud computing can have considerable economic, social and cultural benefits
for the EU, but funding cuts are threatening its potential, writes Sabine Verheyen

O

n 30 May the European parliament’s internal
market and consumer protection committee
adopted an opinion on the commission’s cloud
computing strategy. The committee puts
emphasis on issues such as the provisions on
transparency requirements and fair contract
terms, as well as data protection and cross-border access
to content online. Overall, it was acknowledged that cloud
technology has considerable economic, social and cultural
potential. Clearly the benefits lie in cost savings, the creation of
jobs and new business opportunities that will eventually lead to
enhanced competitiveness and economic benefits, in particular
for small and medium sized enterprises in Europe.
However, the commission strategy
is missing an important point. Given
that the EU member states proposed
to cut the connecting Europe facility
by €8.2bn in the upcoming multiannual financial framework, it is highly

questionable that the digital agenda targets can be met. If the
member states want to increase business opportunities and
innovation in the digital single market through cloud based
services, they have to ensure that there is sufficient network
capacity in Europe. Therefore, the EU-wide broadband rollout is a precondition for the development of a European cloud
system and requires further private and public investment in
new network capacity. To enable enterprises and consumers to
take full advantage of cloud based services, significant progress
has to be made with regard to universal and equal access to
internet services for all citizens. Therefore, the commission
should ensure that any commercial agreements between
telecommunications operators and cloud providers are fully
compliant with EU competition law
and provisions on traffic management.
Consumers must have full access to
any cloud service and telecommunications operators should not be allowed
to discriminate against competing

“Cloud computing should help
promote creativity for the benefit
of both rights holders and users”
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CLOUD COMPUTING

“The benefits lie in cost savings, the creation of jobs
and new business opportunities that will eventually lead
to enhanced competitiveness and economic benefits, in
particular for small and medium sized enterprises in Europe”

Sabine Verheyen
is parliament’s
internal market
and consumer
protection
committee opinion
rapporteur on
unleashing the
potential of cloud
computing in
Europe

cloud services on the grounds of data throttling.
Another key aspect of cloud computing is the portability of
data and interoperability of services, platforms and infrastructures. As legislators, we should ensure that cloud providers do
not lock-in cloud users to their services but enable them to
retain control over their data and move them free of charge
and without undue delay to another service. This is crucial for
consumers and businesses as they have to be enabled to choose
the service which will best meet their needs.
Furthermore, there needs to be clear provisions on transparency requirements and contract terms in order to avoid
abusive and unfair practices. The consumer aquis needs to be
applied to cloud computing services in a comprehensive and
uniform fashion throughout the EU. This will be an important
step to build greater trust and consumer acceptance of cloud
computing services. To ensure legal certainty for both cloud
service providers and consumers and businesses, I welcome
the commission’s step towards developing EU-wide standard
contractual terms. However, the standard provisions should
not hamper innovation and prevent the market from developing cloud services.
The latest controversy on governmental surveillance programmes show how important privacy regulation will be in
the future. To create and maintain both public and private
users’ confidence in cloud computing, data protection must
be thoroughly ensured. Cloud computing raises the issue of
determining the applicable law and defining the responsibilities of all involved parties in terms of the implementation of

EU data protection legislation, especially regarding European
users’ data stored using cloud computing technology by companies established in third countries. Thus, the commission
and member states should ensure that any transfer to, and
processing of, EU resident’s personal data by a cloud operator established in a third country takes place in accordance
with European legislation on data protection. In addition,
EU-based cloud users should be informed when cloud operators communicate their data to law enforcement authorities of
a third country. Particularly regarding the upcoming negotiations on the transatlantic trade and investment partnership, the
commission should explore the adequacy of a review of the
EU-US safe harbour agreement in order to adapt it to technological developments, especially with regards to aspects linked
to cloud computing.
Finally, cloud computing should help promote creativity for
the benefit of both rights holders and users. Therefore legal
cross-border access to content and services from the cloud has
to be simplified. Digital content that has been legally acquired
and which is subject to a licensing agreement between service
providers and right holders should not be levied further by
virtue of being uploaded to the cloud or stored in the cloud by a
service provider. In addition, the commission should adopt specific proposals on copyright to ensure that the future licensing
regime will promote the distribution and dissemination of cloud
computing services and innovation. All these issues should be
considered to unleash the full potential of cloud computing in
Europe for the benefit of our businesses and citizens.
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Trust issues
EU laws should address citizens’ data protection concerns
and build trust in cloud computing, argues Judith Sargentini

C

loud computing promises improved efficiency and
scalability, as well as cost reduction for European
businesses. However, recent revelations have made
it completely clear that cloud computing is lacking
trust and can be considered a serious threat to
fundamental rights. As rapporteur for parliament’s
civil liberties, justice and home affair committee opinion on
cloud computing, it is my belief that it is imperative to consider
what we can do to stimulate the development of an autonomous
cloud environment that is safe for us to use, while remaining
flexible enough to be useful.
That the internet is being watched is old news. Before
Edward Snowden came forward with his important information, we were already aware of massive surveillance
programmes like Echelon, and we also knew in detail of the
legal framework that had been developed in the United States
to make mass surveillance of cloud providers possible. Apart
from my thoughts on the effects on human rights, the mass
surveillance by both the US and the United Kingdom, and
very probably others, I think there are ways we can proceed
with cloud computing.
Cloud computing depends on trust, and trust depends on
transparency. We need to be able to exercise a certain amount

of control over how our data gets stored and processed. We
can only have this control if we have a way of understanding
what happens with the data. I don’t think perfect transparency
is achievable, but we can limit what mass surveillance can
reach by using open infrastructures that use openly readable
software. We need to find ways to open up the whole stack,
from the hardware level to the network level.
This particularly holds true for governments themselves.
They have a great need to protect the data that is under their
care, either because it is personal or because it is sensitive in
some other way. We cannot accept that our governments store
data in the cloud, if that means that other governments or businesses might have access to those data. Yet at the same time
we want our governments to benefit from the same scalability,
efficiency and cost reduction that other cloud users enjoy.
I believe that the only way to achieve this is to start developing cloud computing services on our own terms. In other
words: creating a European cloud industry. The creative push
has to come from business, but government can use its role
as a huge client to get things started and to set shared design
principles. If this project is to be successful, we need to start
investing in educating our finest talents and in keeping them
here, instead of almost encouraging them to go to work in
the US. We need to design common standards that make
our cloud services more resistant to foreign infiltration, but
we also need to look at our own
laws and treaties. EU governments
have been naive in handing over
personal information to our friends
and allies on the other side of the
Atlantic. We need to roll back on
that, because the laws protecting US
citizens do not apply to Europeans.
And we must urgently reassess the
need to keep all the data that we
do on the behaviour of our citizens.
And some don’t even require evaluation: the telecommunication data
retention measure should be abolished as soon as possible.

“Recent revelations
have made
it completely
clear that cloud
computing is
lacking trust and
can be considered
a serious threat to
fundamental rights”

Judith Sargentini
is parliament’s
civil liberties,
justice and home
affairs committee
opinion rapporteur
on unleashing the
potential of cloud
computing in
Europe
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Unleashing potential
Cloud computing presents many opportunities, but data protection
concerns must be taken seriously, writes Lidia Geringer de Oedenberg

I

Lidia Geringer
de Oedenberg
is a member of
parliament’s legal
affairs committee

t has been referred to as the “phrase du jour” by political
analysts, called the next stage in the internet’s evolution
and glorified as the most innovative technology development in decades. In truth, cloud computing is that and
more. Cloud computing is the ability to use any of the
desired data and applications, anywhere and anytime you
are accessing the internet. For example, many of the applications
we frequently use and nearly our entire data backup and recovery are stored on a cloud.
Cloud computing has many benefits in terms of reducing costs,
improving accessibility and increasing productivity. However,
this technology also comes with risks linked to the protection of
data stored in the cloud. The biggest threat in the cloud is from
the so called “insiders”, those working in the establishments
providing cloud services, followed by other tenants of the service
provider in the cloud, notably in case of breakdown of isolation
mechanisms. Other risks touch upon the used infrastructure
(security equipment,
supply
lines). Additional
hazards involve
accessing the platform, or the virtual
operating environment, in this case
the safety considerations fall largely

“To minimise these
threats and allow
the maximal use of
the cloud computing
technology, a strong
legal structure is
needed to ensure our
data is safely stored”

on the consumer. Finally, there are risks concerning access to the
software used by the supplier. Due to the nature of this factor
the responsibility to ensure safety of data falls on the supplier.
To minimise these threats and allow the maximal use of
cloud computing technology, a strong legal structure is needed
to ensure our data is safely stored in the system. With this
goal in mind, in 2012 the European commission presented
a communication on regulating cloud computing. Following
the presentation, the European parliament began working on
identifying various areas and policies that future legislation on
this topic should take into consideration. While the industry,
research and energy committee was given the responsibility of
drafting a comprehensive report on this subject, the legal affairs
committee was invited to submit an opinion to the report, and
charged me with the task of being the rapporteur.
In my opinion, I stress the need for common European
guidelines on contracting companies, which are essential for
establishing relations between cloud providers and their customers. In this context, it’s important to develop models of “best
practice” at European level, or establish “model contracts” which
will ensure consumers receive the clear terms and conditions of
the services provided to them by contractors. These practices
may result in the introduction of voluntary certifications that
will enable users to evaluate and compare levels of standards,
interoperability and security levels of various service providers.
The opinion also aims to tackle the current confusion among
companies, administrators and individuals regarding rights and
responsibilities in cross-border cloud computing situations,
especially on the issue of liability and jurisdiction. To achieve
that, I recommend that EU legislation takes consideration of
the unfair commercial practice directive, the unfair contract
terms directive, and the eCommerce directive. The legal affairs
committee will vote on 17 September on my opinion, which
will be then put forward for consideration by the rapporteur in
the industry, research and energy committee. A plenary vote is
foreseen for November.
In the age of a growing internet society, establishing an
operational legal framework that accommodates new technologies with data protection is essential. Here is where our work on
cloud computing matters.
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The sky’s the limit
Policymakers and network providers must work together to make the most of the
opportunities presented by cloud computing, says Antonio Salvatore Graziano

T

he wealth of new opportunities offered by remote
computing services has generated intense debate in
recent months. But while everyone is talking about
cloud computing, a dramatic surge in uptake has
failed to materialise so far. Obviously, there are some
critical issues to be tackled before this can happen.
At Huawei, we believe that Europe needs an open, interoperable and secure cloud computing landscape where users can
migrate from one provider to another without any hassle. The
cloud strategy put forward by the European commission in
September 2012 is a welcome step in this direction.
I think that comprehensive dialogue at global level is
essential. Key players such as the EU, the US, China and
others have everything to gain from working together to move
towards a harmonised regulatory regime. The issues of data
portability, protection and interoperability are intertwined.
Harmonisation is required to ensure that users can access
applications and data across different platforms and store
them securely beyond national borders. Another aspect of
cloud transition that deserves special attention is the role of
the public sector. Its huge potential for spearheading the full
uptake of the cloud, both in terms of investments and in terms
of service delivery, has yet to be harnessed.
While improving services and fostering their uptake is
essential, let us not forget that in
many cases, the actual bottleneck
is the network. Cloud services can
only be boosted if the network in
place has enough capacity to handle
increased amounts of data. This
requires investments from the operators’ side which, in turn, requires a
financial incentive.

EU initiatives to enhance the investment environment for
broadband, such as the revision of state aid guidelines for the
broadband sector, will be instrumental in achieving the ambitious broadband target of 30 Mbps for all Europeans by 2020.
We would like to see this move being taken even further. I
think what we need is both an increased focus on infrastructure investment with a view to paving the way for cloud, and
a better contribution from service providers with regard to the
cost of the network.
As a leading provider of end-to-end ICT solutions,
Huawei seeks to make a contribution to this process at
various levels. We are in a position to provide the necessary network, applications and services as well as secure
storage, operations and maintenance. To meet the concerns
of telecom operators, we help them better monetise their
existing networks. We were the first company to put forward
a network system, SingleRAN, which allows for seamless
migration to next generation networks. SingleRAN stands
for single radio access network. The system is capable of handling current transmission technologies such as 2G and 3G
and future generations including 4G and 5G on one single
network. Operators using this technology can upgrade their
networks with simple changes and at little cost. We have
already deployed numerous SingleRAN networks in Europe
for partners including Telefónica O2
Germany, BT and Telecom Italia.
I believe a thriving cloud environment for Europe is within reach. By
joining forces and making full use of
the tools at our disposal, we can overcome the remaining obstacles and
fully embrace this technology and the
endless possibilities it holds.

“Europe needs an open,
interoperable and secure cloud
computing landscape where users
can migrate from one provider to
another without any hassle”

Antonio Salvatore
Graziano is vicepresident of
Huawei’s Brussels
office

8 July 2013 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 57

57 PM.indd 57

04/07/2013 13:11:51

Tailored Political Intelligence
Helping you stay ahead

Dods EU Monitoring is Europe's
leading provider of tailored
political intelligence.
We help organisations across
Europe to stay ahead of all
developments at an EU level
that will affect them.

Over 90% of respondents said
Dods EU Monitoring saves
them time and makes them
more efficient.
2011 Client Survey

Over 90% of respondents
would recommend Dods EU
Monitoring to someone else.
2011 Client Survey

FOR A FREE TWO WEEK TRIAL GO TO

www.dodsmonitoring.eu

eu monitoring.indd 1

04/07/2013 16:17:07

COVERSTORY

Taking
responsibility
Lithuania will use its time at the helm of the
EU council to push for a credible, growing and
open Europe, writes Vytautas Leškevičius

I

n taking over the presidency of the council of the
European Union, Lithuania aims to establish the best
possible basis for trust and genuine cooperation between
the council and the European parliament.
The necessity for fruitful cooperation could not
be clearer. We have a closing legislative cycle with
European elections approaching in a year and time is of the
essence. People across Europe expect solutions that will put
European economies back on the track of growth. Against this
background, Lithuania will continue the outstanding work of
the Irish presidency, focusing on three main areas. We will
work for a credible, growing and open Europe.
First, credibility. The EU’s economic credibility is built
on our ability to ensure financial stability and sound public
finances. To this end, we must implement an enhanced framework for economic governance, deepen the economic and
monetary union, develop the banking union, and protect the
financial interests of the EU and member states. The banking
union will be a top priority. We would very much like to start
trilogues on bank recovery and resolution, as well as on deposit
guarantee schemes, with a view to reaching agreement by the
end of the year. We look forward to the commission’s proposal
on the single resolution mechanism, where we would like to
make as much progress as possible with view to completing the
file by the end of the parliamentary term.
Financial market reform is also important. We hope it will
be possible to reach agreement with parliament on the directive and regulation of markets in financial instruments, the
omnibus II directive, the market abuse regulation, and the
regulation on central securities depositories. Progress on the
depositaries functions, packaged retail investment products,
the bank account initiative, as well as anti-money laundering is
also important for us. The framework for economic governance

will only be effective when properly
implemented. So
before considering new elements,
we need to ensure
that the potential
of initiatives such
as the European
semester, six-pack,
and two-pack is
fully realised. We
await the commission’s proposals on
ex-ante coordination, and the convergence and competitiveness instrument.
Finally, on credibility, in line with the
conclusions of May’s European council,
we are determined to strengthen the EU’s efforts in the fight
against tax fraud and tax evasion to protect the financial interests of the EU and its member states.
Stability in the financial markets will help restore confidence. But more needs to be done to secure sustainable
economic growth. Therefore, our second priority is a focus
on growing Europe. We need growth that results in real jobs
for the people of Europe and we need growth that enhances
European competitiveness. To this end, we will redouble our
efforts on the Europe 2020 strategy, as well as on the effective
implementation of the compact for growth and jobs. And we
will ensure that the next European semester cycle gets underway in good order.
We should also work hard to ensure the timely adoption of
the EU budget for 2014.

“Lithuania aims to
establish the best
possible basis for trust
and genuine cooperation
between the council and
the European parliament”
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Vytautas
Leškevičius is
Lithuania’s viceminister for foreign
and European
affairs

Growing Europe also means going further to complete the
single market. As the presidency, we are keen to both complete
the single market act (SMA) I, and to make good progress
on the SMA II initiatives. Specifically, on the digital single
market our aim is to establish a clear link between the digital
agenda, integration of service markets, and an SME-friendly
regulatory environment. Cutting the cost of communications
is critical for business, especially SMEs, so we need to reach
agreement on the Ten-Tele guidelines and eIdentification.
The internal energy market needs
progress as well. The 2014 deadline for
its completion is rapidly approaching.
Lithuania – an energy island – is a good
example of the consequences of not having
a single energy market in Europe. So we
will focus on the implementation of the
third energy package and the list of projects of common interest.
We firmly believe that progress on all
these files will create employment oppor-

tunities, for young people in particular. We will put special
emphasis on implementing youth guarantees, on developing
the apprenticeship framework, and on reaching agreement
with parliament on measures to enhance the free movement
of workers. We will seek progress on the posting of workers,
preservation of supplementary pension rights, undeclared work
platform, as well as the rights of EU migrant workers. We need
speedy and effective action to bridge the gap between education and the labour market.
Research and innovation also drive
growth and competitiveness. We want
to develop a genuine single market for
knowledge, research and innovation. The
policy debate on a European research area
will play an important part at October’s
European council.
Our third and final priority will be to
strengthen the EU as a global model of
openness and security. Croatia joined the
EU on the first day of our presidency. But

“We need growth that
results in real jobs for
the people of Europe
and we need growth
that enhances European
competitiveness”
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that does not make our enlargement
portfolio any thinner. Current EU accession negotiations with Montenegro and
Turkey will be further advanced, as well
as for other western Balkan countries.
Naturally, we place special importance
on the promotion of the EU’s Eastern
partnership (EaP). November’s EaP
summit in Vilnius should be the opportunity to sign an association agreement
(AA), including its deep and comprehensive free trade area (DCFTA), with
Ukraine. Respective agreements with
Moldova, Georgia and Armenia should
also be initialled. We would also ecxpect
progress in visa liberalisation and facilitation process, based on implementation
of concrete measures requred by partner
countries.
Free trade agreements (FTAs) have
the potential to foster economic growth
and bring new jobs to Europe. The presidency will aim to accelerate FTA talks
not only with eastern partners, but also
with Mediterranean countries and strategic partners such as the US and Japan.
Another element of an Open Europe is
development – continuing preparations
for the UN general assembly, preparing
council conclusions on financing for
development, as well as integrating the
transition experience of member states
in EU development cooperation.
Credibility, growth and openness
will remain our focus over the next
six months. As this year is also the
European year of the citizen, we are once
again reminded of our shared responsibility to the people of Europe. We
need to keep building a Europe that is
credible to its citizens and the world.
A Europe that grows its economy and
offers jobs. A Europe that remains open
to its partners and neighbours. The
Lithuanian presidency is ready to build
such a Europe together. Together with
all member states and ensuring close
cooperation among all European institutions. We are determined to engage
actively and constructively in the search
for balanced and inclusive solutions.

The priorities of Lithuania’s EU
council presidency address the
key issues facing the European
Union, writes Claire Boussagol
The Parliament Magazine’s

Thought leader

T

individual enterprise and fulfilment which many of
his month, Lithuania takes on the
them lack today.
presidency of the council of the EU for the
first time, with three guiding principles:
Lithuania will take on the responsibility of
credible Europe, growing Europe, and open
guiding the EU into 2014, which will be a year of
Europe. These are more than just slogans because
change, with elections for the European parliament
they speak to the core of what Europe needs to be
and the end of the commission’s mandate. In many
in the coming months and years. The world needs
ways, this presidency will be the last real chance to
a Europe that continues to be open to trade and
make substantial policy progress before thoughts
it also needs a Europe that
turn to the European elections.
“Lithuania will take
maintains its open values and
At APCO we will be tracking
open-mindedness.
on the responsibility
that progress and sharing our
knowledge and intelligence
That commercial, intellectual,
of guiding the EU into
about the upcoming 2014
social openness will help Europe
2014, which will be
changes, not least through our
grow, as will strategic political
a year of change,
@EPElections Twitter feed.
and financial investments to
with elections for the
Much of the necessary
enable Europe to compete in the
policy
progress will depend
global race for innovation and
European parliament
on the Lithuanian presidency
creativity. And an open, growing
and the end of
negotiating important dossiers
Europe will be a credible Europe
the commission’s
over the next six months, from
on the world stage, confident of
mandate”
securing the full implementawhat it stands for and able to
tion of the internal energy
act accordingly.
market
to
discussions
over the clinical trials direcThere do not appear to be many quick fix
tive;
product
safety
package;
or data protection
solutions for the current crises in Europe so
regulation.
European policies have to focus on tomorrow at
These are broad remits that will require
least as much as they focus on today. Lithuania’s
diplomatic skill and an ability to reach consensus.
presidency will contribute to this process, helping
But these are also opportunities to transform the
to orient EU policies to produce concrete benefits
EU into a more open and competitive space, that
for member states and in particular for young
creates jobs and opportunities, driving growth
European citizens.
and underpinning the credibility to the European
It is essential, after all, to make sure that the
project in the eyes of EU citizens and the rest of
next generation is not only politically engaged in
the world.
Europe, but that they are given opportunities for

Claire Boussagol is managing director of APCO Worldwide’s Brussels office
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European Cooperation Programmes.
Unresolved Problems Divide Us,
Resolved Ones Unite Us
Giedrius Surplys. Information Officer of
the Joint Technical Secretariat in Vilnius

690

years ago Lithuania‘s
Grand Duke Gediminas
sent out letters to the
European cities inviting
the strangers to come and trade, create and
work in the city of Vilnius. This correspondence
is considered to be the first written resource
about the capital of Lithuania. It is also the
symbol of Vilnius’s centenarian openness.
No wonder that one of Lithuania’s declared
priorities for her presidency over the Council
of the European Union is “Open Europe”.
Openness for Common Work is Priority
In order to avoid skidding of European
integration, it is important that not only the EU
institutions, but also each of the 28 member
states and each EU citizen are open.

from the EU member states implement joint
projects with the organisations from other
member states or the EU neighbours. They
identify common problems and solve them
much more efficiently and effectively together
than severally.
Often such joint projects do not resemble love
at first sight. The partners must undertake
responsibilities, share the allocated funds and
do the work together. But once they implement
a project, the organisations from different
countries are willingly seeking new challenges.
Once having found one field of cooperation,
they start looking for neighbourhood synergy
in the other.

Lithuanian Experience in European
Cooperation Programmes
In the period of 2007-2013 Lithuania manages
two European Cooperation Programmes:
Latvia, Lithuania and Belarus Cross-border
Cooperation Programme within the European
Neighbourhood and Partnership Instrument
(further on – ENPI CBC Latvia-LithuaniaBelarus)
Objective 3: European Territorial Cooperation
Cross-border Cooperation Programme
“Lithuania-Poland” (further on – ETC CBC
Lithuania-Poland Programme)

Our openness should not be limited to
diplomatic eloquence or social networks. It
must be strengthened by common actions.
A popular proverb exists in the Lithuanian
folklore, saying you have to eat a lot of salt
with someone in order to get to know the
person well.
For more than 20 years, the wisdom of this
proverb is realised under the European
Cooperation Programmes of the EU (ex
INTERREG initiative). Thousands of organisations

DISSEMINATION
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The ENPI CBC Latvia-Lithuania-Belarus Programme and the ETC CBC LithuaniaPoland Programme are co-financed by the European Union

The functions of the Joint Managing Authority
of these programmes are entrusted to the
Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of
Lithuania (further on – Lithuanian MoI).
The topics of over 100 of the cross-border
cooperation projects of the 2 programmes
range from the sports activities of the disabled
to common operations of the fire-brigades
from different countries.
The project “FITS – Fostering Inclusion
through Sports” (LLB-2-163; ENPI CBC LatviaLithuania-Belarus Programme) held the
International Games of the disabled in Vilnius
in June 2013. The Belarusian 5 times gold
medallist of London Paralympic Games Ihar
Boki also took part in the games. The website
of the project: www.saltinis.org.

European Cooperation Day 2
Last year, on the 21st of September, the first
European Cooperation Day was celebrated all
over Europe, projected to present effectively
the European Cooperation Programmes to
the Europeans.
In Lithuania a comic „Cooperation Race“
was organised, where a Belarusian tractor, a
Latvian-make ambulance automobile, a Polish
retro symbol „Polski Fiat 126“, a Russian road
legend „Volga“ and a Lithuanian „Žemaitukų“
breed horse competed. The achievements
of the joint projects were presented in the
project fair.
On the 21st of September 2013, the second
European Cooperation Day will be organised.

An international short-movie competition is
organised in Lithuania. The participants have
to make a feature film, basing on the results
of the European cooperation projects. Film
lovers from entire Europe can take part. More
information is available here:
www.enpi-cbc.eu and www.lietuva-polska.eu.
Currently, intensive preparation for the new
2014-2020 period of European Cooperation
Programmes takes place. Joint international
projects are much more time-intensive than
the national projects. Therefore, the Lithuanian
MoI kindly reminds one more Lithuanian
proverb to everyone wishing to experience
the true European cooperation: “prepare your
slides in summer”.

In June 2013 the project “The Joy of Mobility”
(LLB-1-063; ENPI CBC Latvia-Lithuania-Belarus
Programme) ended in Zarasai (Lithuania)
with the gala celebration of the Midsummer,
a popular feast in Lithuania, Latvia and
Belarus. The cultural institutions from Zarasai,
Daugavpils (Latvia) and Braslav (Belarus)
worked together to enrich the lives of their
towns with culture of the neighbouring
countries.
Trakai Historical Museum (Lithuania) and the
Museum of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn
(Poland) implemented the joint project “Coins
from the time of the Battle of Grunwald”
(SPF/PL/2010/67; ETC CBC Lithuania-Poland
Programme), organising an exhibition of
medieval Lithuanian and Polish coins in the
famous castle of Trakai.
The Lithuanian and Polish firemen have started
implementing joint projects after Lithuania’s
and Poland’s access to the Schengen zone
and have implemented several of them. The
Lithuanian firemen are ready to fight the fire
in the forests of Poland with their modern
equipment and the Polish firemen carry out
lifesaving operations in the lakes of Lithuania
with their fully equipped motor boats. They
have also implemented joint project LT-PL/087
(ETC CBC Lithuania-Poland Programme), in
order to prepare for proper functioning of the
“112” emergency line in the border regions.

lithuania.indd 2
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Overcoming
the
challenges
Restoring the EU’s economic credibility and
financial stability is a permanent, ongoing
process, writes Rimantas Šadžius

U

“The economic downturn has proved
that the crisis has no borders and
the growth of our economy along
with the prudent budgetary policies
is of paramount importance”

nited in diversity – these words precisely
describe the essence of the European Union and
its core strength. EU member states may have
different political, economic and cultural views,
but they strive for consensus in all key areas and
situations.
There will never be one size fits all decisions, but European
policymakers have shown their efficiency in tackling challenges. Taking into account the specific issues in individual
countries that need to be addressed, the European Union
provides the global solutions to ensure the pan-European
economic credibility and financial stability.
A number of measures have been implemented. However,
we need to acknowledge that this is a permanent, ongoing
process. The work will never stop. There will be new issues
and new solutions, but one thing remains: the trust in the
European Union, and its ability to overcome the challenges.
Lithuania is the first Baltic country that has been granted
the honour and responsibility to take over the presidency of
the EU council. Our programme and priorities are focused on
a credible, growing and open Europe, and we will seek to steer
the decision making process as an honest broker, and ensure
its continuity and the inclusion of all relevant partners. The
economic downturn has proved that the crisis has no borders
and the growth of our economy along with the prudent budgetary policies is of paramount importance. I strongly believe
that stimulation of the economy and the control of expenditure
are highly compatible.
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“The economic and financial crisis
in the EU has proved the need for
continuity of structural reforms”

The economic and financial crisis in the EU has proved the
need for continuity of structural reforms. These reforms play a
significant role in restoring competitiveness, the growth of the
economy, reducing unemployment and also contributing to the
long-term sustainability of public finances. It is a powerful tool
for the redistribution of funds for greater efficiency, especially
when there are constraints on revenue.
According to 2013 spring economic forecasts by the
European commission, the EU economy is expected to stabilise in the first half of 2013 and gross domestic product growth
is projected to gradually turn positive in the second half of the
year before gaining some traction in 2014. The Lithuanian
presidency will strive to contribute strengthening the ground
for financial stability, which is required to fully restore the EU’s
economic credibility.
The presidency’s efforts will be directed at further developing the banking union framework, and making progress on
other legislative proposals in the field of financial markets.

Its key task will be the implementation and enhancement
of agreed reforms, including economic governance, and the
deepening of the economic and monetary union. In the area of
taxation, the major priority will be on the proposals related to
the fight against tax fraud and evasion.
The important issues for the euro area are of the same
importance for all of the EU member states. For example, a
banking union (which is currently more closely related to the
eurozone) is the fundamental solution for ensuring financial
stability. Its pillars will create the unified mechanisms for bank
supervision and resolution of failing credit institutions with a
view of saving taxpayers’ money, which is the core value for all
member states.
We also welcome the enlargement of the eurozone and congratulate Latvia, which joins the club in 2014. Lithuania will
put all its efforts in to achieving sustainable compliance with
the Maastricht criteria, leading to full-fledged economic and
monetary union membership in 2015.

Rimantas Šadžius
is Lithuania’s
finance minister
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The social
dimension
Tackling unemployment and supporting
an increasingly disenfranchised youth
is key to lifting Europe out of the crisis,
writes Algimanta Pabedinskienė

S

ocial security and labour, along with the inclusion
of young people, are among the most relevant
areas for all EU member states, pertaining not
only to the present situation, but also to the
future. People are the supreme capital of Europe,
and the realisation of growth potential is only
possible through focusing attention on people.
During it presidency, Lithuania’s main priorities in the
sphere of social security and employment will include:
increasing employment opportunities, with a particular
focus on young people; improving the protection of workers,
including migrant workers; strengthening the social dimension in the European Union; pursuing equal rights for
women and men; and ensuring an effective non-discrimination policy.
For discussing these and other relevant issues, the ministry
of social security and labour will organise meetings at various
levels in Lithuania and in Brussels. I expect they will help
the successful procession of earlier discussions, ensure the
smooth coordination of interests between all member states,
and find common approaches and required solutions.
Carrying on the direction initiated by the Irish presidency,
we are extremely willing to draw attention to the issues of
youth employment. We need to understand that if we do
not encourage youth employment, we cannot expect to see
economic growth and competitiveness. Lithuania, as the
presiding country, will pay a lot of attention to this area. We
will encourage member states to implement the initiative for
youth guarantees, the main aim of which is that all young
people under 25 in a four-month period from losing a job
or completing formal education got a proper job offer, or

Lithuanian social
security and labour
minister Algimanta
Pabedinskiene (centre)
continued studies, practice in an internship or apprenticeship. It is estimated that the 2014-2020 youth employment
initiative will allocate €6bn for supporting the implementation of measures set out in the youth employment package
of 5 December 2012 and in particular to support the youth
guarantee initiative.
Member states have differing levels of youth unemployment and differing experience, but, in total, the number
of young people in the European Union, who are neither
employed nor studying, amounts to 7.5 million. It actually
exceeds the population of our country, Lithuania, more than
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shall assumptions be created, but
also the imperative for institutional
coordination that education and
employment systems function with
unity and harmony. It will also be
addressed at the EU youth conference and the meeting in Lithuania
of directors-general on youth issues.
Organisation of discussions with
ministers and social partners concerning the European alliance for
apprenticeships is a challenge for
Lithuania. The goal of the alliance
is to mobilise the efforts of EU
member states, social partners, businesses, the European commission
and other relevant actors in developing high quality apprenticeship
schemes. Recognising the extent
of the problem in youth employment, Lithuania is going to use its
presidency to support the objectives
of the alliance among the member
states and social partners.
On 2 July, in Leipzig, a joint
declaration of intent was expected
to be signed on the establishment of
an apprenticeship alliance between
social partners, the commission and
Lithuania.
The European globalisation adjustment fund is also of great importance
for promoting employment. It is a
solidarity measure of the EU aimed
at supporting workers made redundant as a result of globalisation
leading to major structural changes in
world trade. Yet in February 2013, the
council has decided that the activities
of the fund should be continued,
subsequently, Lithuania, referring to the
granted mandate, will launch trilateral
negotiations during its presidency with the European commission and the European parliament to ensure the succession of
the fund from the beginning of 2014. We are looking forward
to a constructive dialogue and rally of all responsible authorities in working together.
We will only create a reliable, growing and open Europe
if we work in active cooperation and joint efforts to find the
most effective ways of dealing with challenges that the whole
of Europe is still facing.

“In total, the number
of young people in the
European Union, who
are neither employed
nor studying, amounts
to 7.5 million”

twice. It is not easy to reach young people who
have completed only primary school education
or have no formal education at all, or those who come from
disadvantaged backgrounds, but it is necessary to make every
possible effort. One of our priorities is aimed at integrating
young people, specifically of the not in education, employment or training (Neet) group. We will invite member states
to come to an agreement on how to address the Neet group
problems, resulting in the adoption of the EU education,
youth, culture and sport council conclusions in November
2013. For strengthening the work with the Neet, not only

Algimanta
Pabedinskienė is
Lithuania’s social
security and labour
minister
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Sonja Van Tichelen
Regional Director
European Union

It is my great pleasure as the Director of IFAW’s
EU Ofﬁce to congratulate MEP Carl Schlyter for
winning the MEP Award for Animal Welfare.

The International Fund for Animal Welfare has
been working to stamp out cruelty and conserve
biodiversity for more than four decades. In that time
we have worked with MEPs of all stripes to achieve
victories for animals. One of the most notable is the
EU ban on commercial seal products.
Since the introduction of that ban hundreds of
thousands of baby seals have avoided a cruel death
on the ice. We have been very active in defending
the seal ban at the WTO and the European General
Court. We will continue to collaborate with MEPs
on seals and other animal welfare issues such as
stamping out wildlife trafﬁcking that is devastating
elephant and rhino populations and the appalling
cruelty of whaling.

The future of the world’s wildlife is not
bright. But we have an opportunity to
harness the EU’s role in the world to help
them, and in doing so, help ourselves.
Trade deals with Canada, the US,
Japan and others must incorporate
biodiversity conservation and animal
welfare measures such as an end to
whaling. Development objectives must
help protect habitats and species such as
elephants which local communities rely
upon for their livelihood and well-being.
Bilateral agreements must ensure that
our trade partners fulﬁl their international
obligations to protect wildlife.

I look forward to working with MEP Schlyter and the numerous
other MEPs who are passionate about animal welfare.
www.ifaw.org
IFAW.indd 1

04/07/2013 15:41:57

COVERSTORY

Energy for
change
Completing the EU’s internal energy market can help
develop a more competitive, environmentally friendly
and efficient union, writes Jaroslavas Neverovičius

L

ithuania holds the presidency of the council of the
European Union for the very first time and we will
be the first Baltic state to perform this mission after
joining the EU in 2004. This is a challenging task
and also an honour for us of having the opportunity
to contribute to implementation of the EU policy.
One of our top priorities during the presidency is energy
policy and first of all the development of the EU’s internal
energy market. The completion of the EU internal energy
market (IEM) by 2014 is our first priority, and a goal we are
committed to, not least because of the positive economic and
security of supply effects that the completion of the IEM will
have. Completing the IEM is important for the union’s jobs
and growth agenda, and for the achievement of its climate
and energy goals for 2020 – integration of renewable, more
energy efficiency through demand-side management – and
for security of supply and competitiveness. The commission
communication, “Making the internal energy market work”,
provides a long list of urgent actions to be undertaken for the
completion of the internal energy market by 2014. We fully
share the actions set out in the communication needed to be
undertaken in order to achieve this goal: better enforcement of
relevant legislation – third energy package and other legislation; a focus on consumers as ‘agents of change’; and enabling
the transition of Europe’s energy systems for the 2020 and
2050 horizons.
We also welcome the report on the internal energy market
to be voted at the European parliament plenary session in
September 2013. We will build on it in our work along with
the commission’s communication and its action plan, and in
particular on the council conclusions adopted under the Irish
presidency on 7 June 2013. These conclusions address the role
and rights of consumers, the issues of vulnerable consumers,

of regulated prices,
of generation adequacy to secure
reliable supply,
of
unplanned
electricity flows
linked to renewable energy, the
role of regional
initiatives (Baltics, Central Europe), the
development of infrastructure for interconnections and of smart grids, and the
role of domestic resources. They also
take into account the guidelines on
energy adopted by the European council
on 22 May, which among others reaffirmed the commitment to complete the
IEM in 2014 and to put an end to the isolation of member
states from the EU networks by 2015. On that basis it is time
now to focus on implementation if we want actually to meet
the 2014 and 2015 deadlines.
During our presidency, we would like to establish a monitoring mechanism which would allow us to take stock of
progress and conclude if we are on track to complete the IEM
by 2014. On 4-5 November 2013 we will also organise a high
level conference in Vilnius, with a focus on energy infrastructure and implementation of the first list of projects of common
interest (PCI), which will significantly add up to reaching the
goal of completion of the IEM and elimination of EU energy
islands in time.
The presidency will report at the December energy council
on completion of the IEM by 2014, which will provide an
opportunity to take stock of progress made and to reflect on

“Completing the [internal
energy market] is important
for the union’s jobs and
growth agenda, and for the
achievement of its climate
and energy goals for 2020”
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Jaroslavas
Neverovičius is
Lithuania’s energy
minister

next steps in energy policy to meet these goals. We are certain
that the European parliament shares our sense of urgency for
the completion of the internal energy market and I expect
close cooperation in this regard.
The second pillar of the Lithuanian presidency’s priorities
is strengthening of the external dimension of the EU’s energy
policy. As internal and external markets are increasingly interlinked, we need stable and transparent global energy markets
to ensure energy security and we should continue to enhance
member states’ cooperation as regards the external dimensions
of the EU energy policy and in our relations with external
providers of energy resources. Only by working together as
a unit and in solidarity can we empower the union to speak
with one voice when addressing external partners and ensure
a level playing field for all EU and non-EU companies in a
single market.
The report on the implementation of the commission communication on security of energy supply and international

cooperation was already foreseen in the council conclusions
of 2011 and further called for by the May 2013 European
council.
Given the numerous and significant developments which
have occurred over the last two years in the field of external
energy relations, the Lithuanian presidency will review and
update the orientations set out in 2011 on external energy
relations with a view to improving consistency, credibility and
effectiveness of the EU action and will prepare an update of
the 2011 council conclusions for the December energy council.
Here again we are sure that the European parliament shares
our sense of a need to strengthen the external dimension of
the EU energy policy and we will fruitfully cooperate in this
regard.
In conclusion, I have to admit that all in all we will pursue
a busy and challenging agenda during the Lithuanian presidency. Yet much can be achieved through close cooperation
and working together.
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The ENIAC Joint Undertaking is a public-private partnership on nanoelectronics,
a European Union body bringing together the ENIAC member States,
the European Commission, and AENEAS, the association of European R&D actors

The ENIAC JU executes open and
competitive calls for proposals,
selecting the best projects for funding,
in order to increase and leverage
private and public investments in
nanoelectronics contributing to
strengthening Europe’s future growth,
competitiveness and sustainability.
Nanoelectronics : a Key Enabling Technology, producing the microchips that provide the “smart” feature
in any commercial or strategic application: smartphones, smart power grids, smart cities, smart
mobility, smart governance… smart anything, thanks to semiconductor components and systems!

ENIAC Joint Undertaking • White Atrium Bldg., Avenue de la Toison d’Or 56-60, 1060 Brussels • Mail: TO56 5/3 1049 Brussels
Tel: +32 2 221 8102 • Fax: +32 2 541 8247 • Email: eniac@eniac.europa.eu • www.eniac.eu
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On November 26, 2010, Professor Frank Schneider,
president of German psychiatry’s largest
membership organization, made this startling
confession:
“...the overwhelming majority of German
psychiatrists…took part in planning, implementing
and creating scientific legitimacy for sterilization and
murder [of innocent victims during the Third Reich.]”
Shocking admission, indeed—until you consider
psychiatry’s 200-year history up to the
present.
Combining extensive archival footage with
heart-rending interviews of present-day
psychiatric survivors, The Age of
Fear: Psychiatry’s Reign of Terror
reveals a long and disturbing
trail of force, intimidation and
terror still in use today.

Get the facts. Order your FREE DVD today. cchr.org/freedvd/aof
AOF EU PARLIMENT 180MM X 120MM.indd 1
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The right connections
The digital economy represents a huge resource of unused potential that
the Lithuanian presidency plans to unlock, says Rimantas Sinkevičius

I

t goes without saying that the digital economy in
particular, considering its huge unused potential and
by its nature being free from state border restrictions,
will make a significant contribution to the reduction of
economic and social disparities between the countries
and regions.
A significant breakthrough for development of the EU’s
digital economy can be achieved through the construction of the
digital single market. Overcoming still existing divisions on the
digital market, creating a basis for a single system of European
electronic identification, recognition and signatures are among
the priority tasks of the Lithuanian EU council presidency.
In the course of creating the digital single market, the building of trust and safety, hope for infrastructural development
and the assurance of technical interaction hold particular
importance with respect to information and communication

technologies (ICT).
First of all, in the pursuit of changes to this still fragmented
system, conditions for free data movement and access to digital
content on an EU scale must be created. To achieve this goal,
common market rules need to be harmonised, while obstacles
for online cross-border transactions and cross-border services
must be removed.
Progress made by the EU member states in the digital
economy field still differs greatly. Huge legal and tax differences between states, which are also factors hindering the
development of the single digital market, remain in place.
Therefore, removal of all these obstacles in pursuit of creating
a fully-functioning digital single market by 2015, as decided by
the EU’s council of ministers, is an enormous challenge.
The good news is that actions have already been taken in the
implementation of some important legal measures: the direc8 July 2013 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 73
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“We will strive for the discussion
of proposals regarding networks
and information safety, reduction
of broadband communication
infrastructure installation costs,
and the accessibility of public
sector websites”

Rimantas
Sinkevičius
is Lithuania’s
transport and
communications
minister

tive on re-use of public sector
information has been adopted,
a regulation on electronic identification and trust services for
electronic transactions in the EU
internal market will be adopted
in the near future. Information
and communication technologies
infrastructure, and cross-border
pilot projects are to be further
developed.
Therefore, I would like to emphasise that when presiding
over the EU council, Lithuania will exert efforts to ensure
the continuation of the telecommunications council’s work
in implementing the digital agenda for Europe. Special
attention will be focused on the above-mentioned major priority – building a digital single market. It must be noted that
progress made during the Lithuanian presidency in this field
will be assessed by the European council in October, which is
planning to focus its major attention on the European digital
agenda, projecting further directions for digital single market
development.
Electronic identification and trust services for electronic
transactions and the importance of interstate interaction are of
particular relevance, but, for this purpose, significant changes
need to be made in the legal regulation of the telecommunications field.
During the Lithuanian presidency, we will first of all
pursue a final agreement on the regulation on trans-European
telecommunications networks guidelines, which will enable
financing mechanisms of European infrastructure network
measures for the ICT sector. In order to build a basis for safe,
trustworthy and easy online transactions, we hope to complete

the negotiations on the regulation on electronic identification
and trust services for electronic transactions in the internal
market by the end of this parliament’s legislative term. These
are included in our priorities.
We will strive for the discussion of proposals regarding
networks and information safety, reduction of broadband
communication infrastructure installation costs, and the
accessibility of public sector websites. Considering the everincreasing importance of the ICT sector in all aspects of
our life, reducing digital exclusion should become a priority for EU regional policy. EU cooperation with other world
regions should be considered equally important, and promoted
through the establishment of common standards, exchange of
good practice between countries and the ensuring of internet
freedom, without which the movement of information, commodities and services, as well as digital economy development
and regional integration would simply be impossible.
I would like to add that Lithuania is successfully implementing its national digital agenda. Today, we have one of the
best developed public internet access networks in Europe, with
broadband connection network covering 97 per cent of the
country. We are among the leaders in installation of new-generation internet access networks, hold the leading position for
our internet speed, while the development of broadband communication infrastructure in Lithuanian villages – RAIN-2
project – has been recognised by the European commission as
an example of good practice.
On 6-8 November, a large-scale conference – ICT 2013
– will be held in Vilnius, which will continue debates concerning challenges faced by the information and communication
technologies sector. I hope that during its presidency of the
EU council, Lithuania will manage to make a significant
contribution to the pursuit of Europe’s digital agenda goals.

74 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 8 July 2013

73-74 PM.indd 74

04/07/2013 13:24:18

COVERSTORY

Sea change
Macro regional programmes like the
Baltic sea strategy can bring added
value to the EU’s cohesion policy, writes
Justina Vitkauskaite Bernard

T

he Baltic sea region will have a very important place
in the Lithuanian presidency programme. As we all
know, there are two defined regions in the European
Union with macro regional strategies – the Baltic
sea region strategy, adopted in October 2009 and the
EU strategy for the Danube region, endorsed at the
general affairs council in 2011.
On the basis of the commission reports, during the
Lithuanian presidency the debates will be organised in order
to review the progress made in the implementation of the EU
strategies for the Baltic sea and Danube regions. Particular
attention will be focused on highlighting the added value of
the strategies, while dealing with common challenges in the
regions and exploiting regional opportunities. Lessons learned,
as well as future prospects, will be considered. During the
Lithuanian presidency, the council will adopt conclusions on
the added value of macro regional strategies.
Lithuania will also organise two events related to the Baltic
Strategic thinking
The EU strategy for the Baltic sea region, adopted in 2009, brings together eight
member states – Sweden, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania,
and Poland – who have joined forces to tackle specific challenges in the area,
in particular the state of the Baltic sea environment. The strategy also welcomes
cooperation with neighbouring countries, including Russia and Norway.

Flagship projects:
• Baltic deal – working with farmers to help reduce nutrient losses from farms, and
maintain production and competiveness.
• Efficient, safe and sustainable traffic at sea (EfficienSea) – making the Baltic sea
region a pilot region for eNavigation, by developing and testing infrastructure and
services for eNavigation, and sharing good practice widely.
• Baltic manure – turning manure from an environmental problem into an
opportunity for business innovation. The project is producing renewable energy
and organic fertilisers.
• BSR stars – aims to boost regional competitiveness and growth with
transnational research and innovation links: tackling common challenges in
areas like health, energy and sustainable transport.
Source: European commission

“Cohesion policy should
continuously and without
interruptions play its vital
role in reducing development
disparities, and increasing
competitiveness and quality of
life in the regions”
sea region – the fourth annual forum on the EU strategy for
the Baltic sea region on the 11-12 November and the informal
ministerial meeting on cohesion policy on 26 November, with
both events being held in Vilnius, Lithuania.
As regards the completion of the cohesion policy legislative framework for the new programming period, Lithuania
strongly supports the objective of the Irish presidency to reach
political agreement with the parliament on the content of new
regulations. Although, if negotiations are not finished, it will
be our main priority to conclude them on time in order to
ensure that the implementation of new programmes can start
as early as possible in 2014.
There are a number of issues on which the council and
parliament’s positions differ, such as macro-economic conditionality, performance reserve and minimal shares of the
European social fund, but timely agreement is in our common
interest. In the current complicated financial and economic
situation, we cannot afford long delays in the implementation
of new programmes. Cohesion policy should continuously and
without interruptions play its vital role in reducing development disparities, and increasing competitiveness and quality
of life in the regions. Decisions should be taken in order to
unlock more than €300bn for new generation programmes.
And the necessary precondition for that is agreement on the
multiannual financial framework.

Justina
Vitkauskaite
Bernard is a
member of
parliament’s
regional
development
committee
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BSR Stars:

Implementing the EUSBSR
by fostering innovation

H

ow to achieve the third goal of the
EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea
Region (EUSBSR) to realise the vision
of of a more prosperous region? In fact, all
roads lead to Rome but the main road to
prosperity is via innovation and growth!
Companies in the Baltic Sea Region (BSR)
need to be supported in creating innovative,
globally competitive and effective
transnational service and business concepts
to jointly establish transnational business
and innovation. It is important to facilitate
access to new markets for companies and
clusters using instruments like the Business
Roaming Agreement. Leading universities,
companies and intermediaries in our
home region need to be linked to other
strong partners in other areas to develop
prototypes, products and services that are
competitive globally.
All the above examples demonstrate
the commitments under the BSR Stars
programme. The BSR Stars programme
was initiated as a response to the EUSBSR
seeking to promote and establish
transnational and globally competitive
cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region in the
field of innovation, research and clustering
as well as SME network development.

stardust.indd 1

Since 2009, ministries in charge of
innovation and innovation agencies from
all the BSR countries including also Norway
and Iceland were working on preparing the
common programme – BSR Stars. They are
convinced that closer dialogue between the
national policy makers, innovation projects
and funding instruments can help transform
the BSR into a stronghold for innovation
with leading private companies and research
institutes attracting business, investments
and talents.
“Joint efforts of ten countries are aimed
to identify the exceptional regional
strengths in each country and to find then
complementary aspects in other countries
to build a strong consortia for common
innovation and creation of ideas“, explains
Karin Nygard Skalman, Programme Manager
of the BSR Stars programme, VINNOVA.
Today BSR Stars already has a reputation of
being among the best projects implemented
under the EUSBSR. BSR Stars has turned
into a well-known brand. Joint innovation
calls, cross border learning and smart
specialization as well as cluster cooperation
are in the tool box of the programme.
One of the above said is the Bonus
programme’s Innovation call, which has

already been announced by BONUS, the
joint Baltic Sea research and development
programme, in cooperation with the
BSR Stars and is targeted at innovative
technology solutions. It helps create
favourable conditions for exporting
environmental technology – from research
and development via the domestic market
to export.
Meanwhile, BSR Innovation Express
represents a common European approach
for supporting the internationalisation of
SMEs through cluster initiatives. The funding
instrument that comes from six countries
and the Nordic Council of Ministries aims
to facilitate internationalisation, smart
specialisation and cross-border learning.
As a result of close cooperation between
the BSR Stars and the Baltic Development
Forum, the BSR innovation award
was established in 2011. It is the most
distinguished award in the Baltic Sea Region
for cross border innovation in sustainable
growth and global development. The award
goes to a public or private organization,
like a cluster, business association or a SME
network within the Baltic Sea Region, that
has proved to be innovative and reached
across not only the national borders but has
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Contact details:
Karin Nygård Skalman,
VINNOVA, Sweden
E-mail: Karin.NygardSkalman@VINNOVA.se,
phone: + 46 8 473 30 68

also covered different fields of science and
industry sectors.
“Some initiatives were introduced without
additional support from the EU programmes,
so we are even more pleased with the results
we have achieved under such conditions”,
states Vilma Purienė, BSR Stars Programme
co-lead partner, Ministry of Economy of the
Republic of Lithuania.
BSR Stars has become an important
platform for innovation policy development.
Today, six innovation projects have
been covered by the programme. The
biggest implementation step stone of the
programme is the StarDust project. StarDust
consists of five sub-projects supported
by new tools and methods on open and
user-driven innovation. StarDust combines
strengths and core competencies in nine BSR
countries and brings business, academic and
public worlds together.
“The StarDust project actually works with
the tools of the BSR Stars programme in
different sectors. The sub-projects are
addressing the main challenges the BSR
faces, which, by the way, are also clearly
approached by the EUSBSR. Among
these are business opportunities in new

stardust.indd 2

Vilma Gaubaite,
Ministry of Economy of the Republic of Lithuania
E-mail: vilma.gaubaite@ukmin.lt,
phone: +370 706 647 51

water technologies (Clean Water), aging
population (Activity for Life), furniture for
mobile elderly (Comfort in Living), mobile
technologies and applications (Mobile
Vikings) and blue growth (MarChain)”, lists
Karin Nygård Skalman.
During 2012 and 2013, BSR Stars has
strengthened its partnership by attracting
new partners and financiers: the partners
received more than EUR 8 million as add-on
investment to EUR 6.5 million co-funding
of the European Union’s Baltic Sea Region
Programme 2007-2013. Moreover, 15
research institutions and six new cluster and
business development organisations joined
as associated partners.
Another type of collaboration that is
speared around the BSR thanks to the BSR
Stars programme is the BSR Stars Demola
network that is a precursor through its
open platform giving companies and
students possibilities to meet over national
borders to co-create new solutions to
real-life problems. During the first three
years of activity over 200 service and
product prototypes were developed by
1000+ talents and 100+ project partner
organisations. 85% of these results were
claimed for business use. The Demola

Network is now operating in Tampere,
Vilnius, Budapest, Oulu and East Sweden.
In a nutshell, on the one hand, the BSR
program has successfully enabled actual
collaboration in the field of innovation, that
is in line with the EUSBSR. On the other
hand, on a policy level, a high level group for
transnational policy exchange on innovation
was established, whose advice seeks to
cover not just high interest of the newly
founded macro regions, but also regional
and national policy makers.
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CEN - European Committee for Standardization
CENELEC - European Committee for Electrotechnical Standardization

European Standards bridge the gap
between research and the market
Standards are a valuable tool for disseminating the results of Research,
Development and Innovation (RDI) activities, and they can therefore provide
an effective means to bridge the gap between research and the market.
CEN and CENELEC are recognised by the EU as European Standardization
Organisations (Regulation 1025/2012). They continuously develop new
standards that take account of recent research results across a wide range
of fields including: bio-based products, electric vehicles, the environment,
health, nanotechnologies, renewable energy, smart technologies, space, etc.
In order to maximise the economic, environmental, social and other benefits
of scientific and technological advances, standardization should be taken
into account during the development and implementation of research and
innovation projects. This is especially relevant for projects supported by the
European Union under the 7th Framework Programme (FP7) and Horizon 2020.
CEN and CENELEC, together with their members in 33 European countries,
actively promote an integrated approach. They also provide advice and support
to researchers through a network of national RDI Correspondents.
For more information, please see: www.cencenelec.eu/research

CEN and CENELEC create European Standards
www.cencenelec.eu info@cencenelec.eu

SURVIVORS FUND (SURF) is supporting remarkable
survivors of the genocide in Rwanda such as
Daphrose to rebuild their lives.
Daphrose saw her husband and five children killed in
the genocide. She almost died of machete wounds,
and still bears the scars.
As a member of the Association of Widows of the
Genocide (AVEGA Agahozo), Daphrose has received
medical treatment, trauma counselling and this new
house. She is just one of over 50,000 genocide widows
that AVEGA is striving to support.
Together with the support of Survivors Fund (SURF),
AVEGA Agahozo is campaigning for restorative justice
for survivors of the genocide, and an elimination of
violence against women. We thank our donors Comic
Relief, Charities Advisory Trust and the Sigrid Rausing
Trust for making that possible.
Please join us in supporting the
work of AVEGA. Find out more
at www.survivors-fund.org
Survivors Fund is a UK registered charity (No. 1065705)
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Monopoly money
Rolandas Paksas is calling for the European Union to tackle gas
supply monopolies and increase its energy independence

L

ithuania’s presidency of the EU council is a very
important aspect of its history and politics. Our
country will be able to take influential suggestions,
as during the times of the grand Lithuanian dukes.
I have no doubts that brave decisions in the sphere
of energy might help to reduce European dependence on stock supply, especially of natural gas, from third
countries. Supposedly, in the 21st century, small European
countries are braver than bigger ones. I also refer to my country’s experience, when small Iceland was the first to accept the
restoration of Lithuania’s independence.
The EU imports more than
50 per cent of its gas consumption, with 23 per cent
of this amount supplied
from Russia. Naturally,
the great countries have
their own considerations
in this import. However,
conditions dictated by
monopolies cannot be
accepted. That is why
talks about the so-called
third energy package and
gas pipelines separation
from gas suppliers started.
Lithuania

has become the testing ground of this experiment, selecting
the most categorical and unfavourable way of separation.
I hope that during the presidency this decision will be
properly evaluated and Lithuania will be able to provide the
best way in seeking energy independence of EU. However,
gas pipelines separation is not the only method to strengthen
energy independence. We should look back to Nabucco pipeline, according to which, gas from central Asia, Azerbaijan and
maybe Iran would be supplied to Europe. This route, bypassing Russia, should go from Azerbaijan via Georgia, Turkey,
Bulgaria, Romania, Hungary, and reach Austria, or maybe
even Germany.
In April, four countries of the “Nabucco west”
pipeline project – Austria, Hungary, Romania and
Bulgaria – applied to the European Union for
support for the pipeline project, when Azerbaijan’s
“Shah Deniz” gas field consortium will select the
project for relaying the extracted gas supply to
Europe.
I want to remind the EU of its obligation regarding the Amber PolLit pipeline, which will connect
Lithuania and Poland, and also Baltic pipe gas connector between Poland and Denmark. Therefore, if we
really want to think about energy independence, first of
all, we should consider those or similar projects, such as
the Balticconnector.

Rolandas Paksas
is a member
of parliament’s
industry, research
and energy
committee

“The EU imports more
than 50 per cent of its
gas consumption, with 23
per cent of this amount
supplied from Russia”
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Analyse what matters
How can social media help model
your political engagement strategy?
Social Lens is the only personalised social media monitoring tool, collating all sources
of social media - Twitter, Facebook, blogs, online news and YouTube - in one place.
Social Lens scans and analyses conversations in real-time, helping you navigate
through the clutter, and enabling understanding over how best to act.
Real-time data - Informing you what happens, when it happens
Personalised - Tailor your view to show only the themes relevant to you
Strategic insight - Insight into shaping your engagement strategies
Trends - 24/7 data collection; see how topics change
By scanning digital information channels, Social Lens
gathers data for people who need to know what’s
happening, when it happens. It picks up trends on
topical areas, helps users understand who they need
to reach, and how best to engage with them. You can
track the online influence and activity of decision makers,
policy makers, political figures and key stakeholders.
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For more information visit
www.sociallens.com
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Science. Set free 

OpenAIRE: the European
e-Infrastructure supporting
Open Science in Europe

O

pen Access is about unlocking
the full value of science
and research to all, without
boundaries. Open Access is
about driving innovation in the new era
of Europe. Starting from publications and
moving on to data and software, Open
Access is on the forefront of the European
Commission, spearheading the effort
towards the Digital Agenda and Horizon
2020. But, while research is a globalizing
effort, implementation and support is
local. European diversity requires extensive
knowledge of national research practices,
languages, administrative procedures and
technical infrastructures.
OpenAIRE (www.openaire.eu) is the
European Open Access 24x7 infrastructure
that involves research institutions
and organizations across all European
Member States with the aim to create an
interconnected network of repositories
and Open Access journals towards a
single Open Access point to publications
and data so to increase accessibility, use
and re-use. It has placed Europe as a
front-runner on the global Open Access
movement, and by its enthusiastic human
network and community building efforts,
it aligns and fills in the gaps in technology
and organization of repositories in all EU
Member States and beyond. By spreading
and implementing the European Open
Access policies, it unlocks the research
results and makes them public, promoting
the role of the citizen-scientist and opening
up research opportunities to researchers in
smaller research institutes, SMEs or other
developing environments.

gottingen.indd 1

Open Access support and research funding
are not low-cost. Funders and organizations
need flexible monitoring tools to evaluate
their investment and OpenAIRE is able
to do just that. Using advanced mining
and statistics processing techniques
the platform is able to identify links from
publications and data to projects and
provide data and visual overviews, which
can be used for further evaluation of the
funded research impact.
OpenAIRE currently hosts a database of
over 6 million publications from over 400
data sources, 40.000 of them linked to EC/
FP7 projects. Its newly launched Zenodo
repository (www.zenodo.org) created
in collaboration with CERN, welcomes
multi-disciplinary research data from
any individual, scientific community or
research institution. Its outreach to research
libraries, data publishers and repositories
is now bringing in datasets that can be
easily discovered and re-used. OpenAIRE
is expanding to host research results from
other European funders and continuously
enhances its service-oriented operation.
With digital data being declared as the
‘new gold’, the European Commission is
developing a pilot to explore ways to make
research data open access too. The pilot will
look at research data generated in projects
funded under the Horizon 2020 framework,
with the aim of stimulating the data-sharing
culture among researchers and facilitating
both the re-use of information and datadriven science. As organisations with a
strong interest in Open Data, OpenAIRE, the
Association of European Research Libraries

(LIBER) and the Confederation of Open
Access Repositories (COAR) jointly provided
their views on the current situation and
made recommendations for an effective
Open Data Pilot at a hearing held by the
European Commission on 2 July 2013,
Brussels (for more information please visit
the OpenAIRE website).

For more information please contact:
Mike Hatzopoulos, OpenAIRE
Coordinator, University of Athens,
mike@di.uoa.gr
Donatella Castelli, OpenAIRE Technical
Coordinator, CNR-ISTI,
donatella.castelli@isti.cnr.it
Norbert Lossau, OpenAIRE Scientific
Coordinator, University of Goettingen,
Norbert.Lossau@zvw.uni-goettingen.de
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F

EANI was founded in 1951, a few
years after the end of the second
world war, by a group of French
and German engineers who
thought that through technology
- their common field of activity - it would
be possible to create links between
former adversaries, and so to facilitate
the prosperous and peaceful development
of European society. Associations from
seven European countries immediately
joined this initiative.

Engineering Card, FEANI aims to facilitate
the mutual recognition of engineering
qualifications in Europe and to strengthen
the position, role and responsibility of
engineers in society.

Today associations from 32 European
countries are represented in FEANI,
bringing together more than 350 national
engineering associations, all of which
are recognized in their countries as
the representatives of the engineering
profession at the national level. Through
these
national
associations,
FEANI
represents the interests of approximately
4 million professional engineers in Europe.
FEANI is striving for a single voice for the
engineering profession in Europe and wants
to affirm and develop the professional
identity of engineers. Through its activities
and services, especially with the attribution
of the EUR ING professional title and the

FEANI is also officially recognized by the
European Commission as representing
the engineering profession in Europe.
The federation has consultative status
with UNESCO, UNIDO and the Council of
Europe.

FEANI is a founding member of the
World
Federation
of
Engineering
Organizations (WFEO) and collaborates
with many other organizations dealing
with
engineering
and
technology
issues
and
engineering
education.

FEANI’s main objectives are to affirm the
professional identity of the engineers of
Europe


by
ensuring
that
professional
qualifications of engineers of the
member countries are acknowledged
in Europe and worldwide



by asserting the status, role and
responsibility of engineers in society



by safeguarding and promoting the
professional interests of engineers
and by facilitating their free movement
within
Europe
and
worldwide

Therefore, FEANI supports the IMCO
Committee in its endeavors to develop and
maintain a dynamic and open European
single market that enables citizens to
meet the challenges of globalization. This
is in particular the case with regard to the
recognition of professional qualifications
and in bringing proposals forward which
aim to remove barriers, i.e. in making it
easier for engineering professionals to
work and live in other EU countries.
The General Secretariat of FEANI managing the activities of the federation
- is located in Brussels since late 1997
and can be consulted via www.feani.org
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The best defence?
Vytautas Landsbergis sets out Europe’s security and defence
priorities during the term of Lithuania’s EU council presidency

T

he defence of democracy is a fundamental task for
the European Union and its unifying mission among
the nations of the world must be to retain a main
concern in this matter, both internally and externally.
The promotion of democracy should be defended
first as a principle of choice and not be reneged on
due to disagreements with non-democratic states. Therefore,
protecting the democratic environment of the EU (Lithuania
included) is our primary task in terms of defence and our
common security. Consistency must also be maintained with
the enlargement of a space of democratic Europeanism – the
friendly attitude towards our eastern neighbourhood should be
considered as a natural priority and part of the very sense of
EU identity. Lithuania keeps to this line.

As for independent policies of the EU, denouncement
of the ‘rule of gas’ and collective resistance to any trends
to replace the EU and fair trade by the ‘Gazprom-union’,
must be a matter of ever greater awareness and political
sobriety. Preparedness, including of a military nature, does
matter in the event of any madness from hazardous believers in the supremacy of force, violence and hatred. As such,
Euro-Atlantic solidarity continues to be one of our most
fundamental and crucial needs. Let Lithuania, with her
experience of peaceful self liberation, serve in the building up
of a European front promoting anti-hatred ideology. Such
an endeavour may take on even greater importance when
pursued on a global scale. There, Lithuania is serving internationally for the defence of peace and grounds for humanistic,
non-hatred-based education.
Awareness of the concrete sources
of insecurity and aggressive dangers
should be up for debate. This concerns:
the mentality of re-expansionism and
the striving to stand over former colonies, even inside of Europe; the ideology
of hostility to democratic environments
and their structures, such as the EU and
Nato; non-democracies turning into
anti-democracies, plus the existence
and growth of tendencies towards neototalitarianism. They are worryingly not
only present in radical Islam, but also in
Russia, where all opposition is treated
as the enemy.
Therefore, the
EU-Russia
cooperation
forums must be
used to push for
a softening of
such tendencies,
so as to avoid
a worsening of
relations.

“Let Lithuania, with her
experience of peaceful
self liberation, serve
in the building up of a
European front promoting
anti-hatred ideology”

Vytautas
Landsbergis is
a member of
parliament’s
security and
defence
subcommittee
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LITHUANIAN EU COUNCIL PRESIDENCY

At the helm
Zigmantas Balčytis is pushing for the Lithuanian
presidency to deliver results on the EU’s long-term budget

L
Zigmantas Balčytis
is a member
of parliament’s
budgetary control
committee

“The key priorities of the Lithuanian
presidency – a reliable, growing and
open Europe – mirror the demands
of the European parliament for the
future EU budget”

ithuania took over the
EU presidency from
Ireland on 1 July. There
are almost no doubts that
Lithuania will have to
reach an agreement on
the multiannual financial framework (MFF) for 2014-2020. And
for sure, that will not be easy. For
the first time in the EU’s history, the European parliament
became a co-legislator on budgetary issues and it intends to
use its powers fully in the budgetary process as foreseen in
the Lisbon treaty. MEPs gave a clear signal to the council by
adopting a resolution in which the council’s proposal for the
MFF was rejected and a modern, future and growth-orientated, flexible and transparent budget was requested.
However, despite the European parliament’s rightful claims

of being involved in the MFF
process at all stages, I believe that
the Lithuanian presidency will
not turn the final stage of MFF
negotiations into an inter-institutional fight which might have very
serious and negative implications
for the whole of the EU.
What I do hope is that the
Lithuanian presidency will ensure transparency in further budgetary negotiations and would arrive to a common agreement
with the European parliament.
The key priorities of the Lithuanian presidency – a reliable, growing and open Europe – mirror the demands of the
European parliament for the future EU budget and hopefully the Lithuanian presidency will be able to deliver these
goals.

Lithuania is fully committed to free trade with strategic partners as a means of
lifting the EU out of crisis, writes Laima Andrikienė

Laima Andrikienė
is a member
of parliament’s
international trade
committee and a
former Lithuanian
minister for
European affairs

L

ithuania assumes the presidency of the EU council
with ambition and a broad programme in the field
of international trade. One of Lithuania’s main
priorities is a closer integration of the EU and
its eastern partners. The country will be hosting
the EU’s eastern partnership summit in Vilnius
in November 2013. Deep and comprehensive free trade
agreements (DCFTAs) with Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia
and Moldova should be completed and signed in Vilnius.
Completion of these DCFTAs will open doors for eastern
partnership countries to the EU
market and vice
versa.
The presidency
is committed to
promoting free

“Lithuania’s presidency of the EU council
will seek to promote free trade and
investment agreements with EU strategic
partners as an honest broker”

trade with strategic partners, such as the US, Canada and
Japan, as well pushing forward the EU investment agreement
with China. We should stress the strategic importance of
Canada as a trading partner for the EU, recalling that the deal
would generate around €21.5bn in trade and new business a
year.
The transatlantic trade and investment partnership (TTIP)
is an exceptional and challenging high profile agreement
which could significantly foster trade and investment between
the US and the EU. The TTIP agreement, if successfully concluded in the coming years, would significantly encourage the
gross domestic product growth rate and job creation both in
the US and the EU member states.
Lithuania’s presidency of the EU council will seek to
promote free trade and investment agreements with EU strategic partners as an honest broker ensuring continuity and the
inclusion of all relevant partners.

84 PARLIAMENTMAGAZINE 8 July 2013

84 PM.indd 84

04/07/2013 13:29:18

missing children.indd 1
MissingChildrenEurope_270x210.indd 1

04/07/2013 15:44:48
25/09/12 09:31

Lifting the fog...

Safety of Plastics: Let’s talk about it
Is there such a thing as strong and weak science?
Is there an ultimate scientic truth and who owns it?
Are plastics safe? Can a competitive and innovative
Europe be possible without plastics? Can we and
should we reconcile politics, industry and science?
“Nothing in life is to be feared,
it is only to be understood.
Now is the time to understand more,
so that we may fear less.”
- Marie Curie

Let’s talk to each other to understand our respective
positions as a rst step towards breaking the drama
triangle of Science, Politics and Industry, to form
THE winning team to serve the best interests
of society at large.
Let’s talk about it.
At ‘Safety of Plastics’: Let’s talk about it’ a two-day
multi-stakeholder conference.
Join us and Prof Anne Glover, Chief Scientic Adviser
to President Barroso on 5-6 November 2013
at The Steigenberger Grandhotel, Brussels.

Partners
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ALDE GROUP BACKS
END TO MOBILE
ROAMING CHARGES
Liberals and Democrat MEPs in the European Parliament are
backing moves to end the over-charging by telecom operators
for use of mobile telephone networks when outside the home
Member State (roaming). In Europe’s Single Market where
many operators benefit from easy access to consumers and
networks, there is no longer a justification for penalising
customers for also enjoying the benefits of free travel in the
costs of their connectivity whilst abroad. Actual administrative
costs incurred by operators for handling calls, messages or
data on a different network are a fraction of what consumers
are having to pay, even after three successive EC regulations
to progressively lower tariffs.
We support Vice President Neelie Kroes, in her appeal to end
roaming altogether and also private citizen initiatives such as
ONE SINGLE TARIFF which is trying to gather public support
to end these exorbitant charges. To support us to end roaming
charges, get involved and play your part in influencing EU
legislation.
www.onesingletariff.com
Alliance of

LIBERALS
DEMOCRATS
for Europe
GROUP

ON YOUR SIDE

ROAMING
FEES

www.aldegroup.eu
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